
Message for September 2, 2018 

 

Having the Mind of Christ 

 

Philippians 2:5-11 New Living Translation (NLT) 
5 You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had. 

6 Though He was God, 

    He did not think of equality with God 

    as something to cling to. 
7 Instead, He gave up His divine privileges; 

    He took the humble position of a slave 

    and was born as a human being. 

When He appeared in human form, 
8     He humbled Himself in obedience to God 

    and died a criminal’s death on a cross. 

9 Therefore, God elevated Him to the place of highest honor 

    and gave Him the name above all other names, 
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue declare that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

    to the glory of God the Father. 

 

Our minds can paralyze us or they can motivate us. What we think can spiral 

us into despair and discouragement. Or we can be encouraged and blessed.                                                                                          

 

We can focus on truth or be deceived by lies.                                                             

 

The Bible tells us human wisdom can get us way off track.                                         

 

Isaiah 5:20 The Message (MSG) 
20 Doom to you who call evil good 

    and good evil, 

Who put darkness in place of light 

    and light in place of darkness, 



Who substitute bitter for sweet 

    and sweet for bitter! 

Imagine if we could see things differently than the way the world sees things. 

What if we could view our world and the people around us as Christ does.                                                                                                                     

 

The Bible tells us once we accept His free gift of salvation, we’re given the 

mind of Christ. So we can begin to see circumstances and people as Christ 

does. 

  

Even though the mind of Christ is given to every Christian, it has to be 

developed.                                                                                                             

 

How do we begin seeing people as Christ saw them, lost, unloved, broken and 

in need of redemption. In need of being introduced to the Great Shephard.  So 

that we can love people as He loved them? 

 

The ones we don’t love and really don’t want to love. Those who are different 

than us. A different religion, maybe no religion, different world view, different 

politics. Those we are fearful of. 

  

 Where to start? Paul gets us started with these words: 

                                                                                                         

2 Corinthians 10:5b New King James Version (NKJV) 
5 …bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ,  

If we ever hope to love people as Christ loves us, then we need the mind of 

Christ.  

Begin by taking our thoughts captive; by reading the word and meditating on 

Scripture; spending quality time in the presence of Christ… alone time with 

God.  

 

We can’t just push negative thinking out without replacing it with the truth of 

Scripture. 

 

Paul writes in the Book of Ephesians: 



 

Ephesians 4:23 New King James Version (NKJV) 
23 and be renewed in the spirit of your mind,  

It’s not enough to simply expel negative or deceptive thinking. If that’s where 

we stop, we’ll find ourselves always fighting the same battle.                                                                                                   

 

To begin to think as Christ does, we’ll need to focus on the truth of Scripture. 

 

God’s Word pushes back the darkness, it discredits the lie, and it exposes the 

deception and then it changes our thinking until our thinking become His 

thoughts.  

 

This has to be more than theology--- more than being in church. 

We can’t live so far beneath what we read in Scripture. We can’t read it but 

never apply it.  

We don’t just learn the facts, we want to learn the character of God. 

We won’t get the mind of Christ by just going to church and listening to 

sermons.                                                                                             

We need preaching and teaching to inspire but it can’t stop there. 

You’ll get it when you begin to seek the mind of Christ.       

 

1 Corinthians 2:16 Good News Translation (GNT)                                                       
16 As the scripture says,                             

“Who knows the mind of the Lord? 

    Who is able to give him advice?” 

We, however, have the mind of Christ. 

Remember who you are and to whom you belong 

    AMEN 

 

 


