
MESSAGE FOR SEPTEMBER 25, 2016  

THE END TIMES 

Matthew 24:4-14 New Living Translation (NLT) 

4 
Jesus told them, “Don’t let anyone mislead you, 

5 
for many will come in my 

name, claiming, ‘I am the Messiah.’ They will deceive many. 
6 
And you will 

hear of wars and threats of wars, but don’t panic. Yes, these things must take 

place, but the end won’t follow immediately. 
7 
Nation will go to war against 

nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes 

in many parts of the world. 
8 
But all this is only the first of the birth pains, 

with more to come. 

9 
“Then you will be arrested, persecuted, and killed. You will be hated all over 

the world because you are my followers. 
10 

And many will turn away from me 

and betray and hate each other. 
11 

And many false prophets will appear and 

will deceive many people. 
12 

Sin will be rampant everywhere, and the love of 

many will grow cold. 
13 

But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 
14 

And the Good News about the Kingdom will be preached throughout the 

whole world, so that all nations will hear it; and then the end will come. 

2 Timothy 3:1-5 New Living Translation (NLT) 

The Apostle Paul tells Timothy the Dangers of the Last Days 

3 You should know this, Timothy, that in the last days there will be very 

difficult times. 
2 
For people will love only themselves and their money. They 

will be boastful and proud, scoffing at God, disobedient to their parents, and 

ungrateful. They will consider nothing sacred. 
3 
They will be unloving and 

unforgiving; they will slander others and have no self-control. They will be 

cruel and hate what is good. 
4 
They will betray their friends, be reckless, be 

puffed up with pride, and love pleasure rather than God. 
5 
They will act 

religious, but they will reject the power that could make them Godly. Stay 

away from people like that! 

Revelation 3:3New Living Translation (NLT) 

3 
Go back to what you heard and believed at first; hold to it firmly. Repent 

and turn to me again. If you don’t wake up, I will come to you suddenly, as 

unexpected as a thief. 



2 Peter 3:3 New Living Translation (NLT) 

3 
Most importantly, I want to remind you that in the last days scoffers will 

come, mocking the truth and following their own desires.  

This has been a hard year.  

Earlier this year there was a massacre at a nightclub in Orlando – the worst 

mass shooting by a single gunman in U.S. history. 

While we were still catching our breath, terrorists with bombs and guns killed 

41 people and injured 100 more at Istanbul Ataturk Airport in Turkey. 

At a celebration of Bastille Day a man aimed a truck at a crowd along a 

promenade. 84 were killed. Hundreds were injured. 

And then in-between all the civilian and police shootings. Martin Luther King 

Jr. had it right when he said: “We must live together as brothers or perish 

together as fools.” 

The Zika virus. 

But hasn’t wars and rumors of war, super storms, earthquakes, and tsunamis 

plagues and a multitude of disasters always been part of the landscape?                                       

Now there is some evidence things are intensifying.  

But look back over the centuries when Jesus first made this declaration.  

Is it really that bad or has our world really spun out of control? 

History gives us a number of worse years than 2016. 

In 1916, in one day over 19,000 British soldiers were killed, over 38,000 

wounded. More than 60 million people lost their lives during World War 2. 

In the 14th century, the Black Death killed over 200 million in Europe and 

Asia. 

You can spend all day focusing on social media.                                                                               

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/history/world-war-two/


You can be worried about which candidate will occupy the white house. Then 

find a thousand articles or posts or blogs that confirm your views and bring 

fear to your heart. 

And yet repeatedly Jesus tells us to fear not but know what to expect.  

And no matter your view of eschatology (the end times), the words of Jesus 

make it very clear that as we approach that end, things will not get better 

(Matthew 24).                                                                                                                                            

We continue toward more evil -  

We are unquestionably living in the end times. We have been for the past 2000 

years.                                                                                      

So now what? What should we be doing, is there anything to do? 

When the New Testament commands us to “watch,” it mean—to “stay 

awake” We are to be vigilant and awake.  

Guard your hearts. Don’t become dull spiritually. Repent for the Kingdom of 

God is near. 

Romans 13:11New Living Translation (NLT) 

11 
This is all the more urgent, for you know how late it is; time is running out. 

Wake up, for our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed.  

We are to watch and pray. To be watching does not mean setting passively on 

the sidelines. It means pointing others to Christ and growing in Grace 

yourself. Draw close to Him.    

In preparing this message, I’m reminded to not become sloppy in my 

Christian walk. 

Luke 21:34 New King James Version (NKJV) 



Jesus reminds us of the Importance of Watching 

34 
“But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with 

carousing, drunkenness, and cares of this life, and that Day come on you 

unexpectedly.  

Remember who you are, and to whom you belong. 

      AMEN 

 

 

 

 

 


