
Message for September 24, 2017 

By Your Prayers 

I think we can all agree that Prayer is very important to the 

Christian. 

So I don’t want to take time this morning to convince the already 

convinced. 

Working with that presupposition, we all believe that we should all 

pray. 

We are all in agreement: Prayer is important and we should all 

Pray. 

So this is not a message to teach anyone how to pray but to 

encourage everyone to pray. 

The best place to begin is at the beginning and that means the Book 

of Genesis. The first book in the Bible, Genesis chapter four. 

Two verses, verse 25 and verse 26. 

Genesis 4:25-26 New King James Version (NKJV) 

25 And Adam knew his wife again, and she bore a son and named 

him Seth, “For God has appointed another seed for me instead of 

Abel, whom Cain killed.” 26 And as for Seth, to him also a son was 

born; and he named him Enosh. Then men began to call on the 

name of the LORD. 

  

Here is our focus… The people began to “Pray” 

 

Earlier in chapter four Cain the oldest son murders his younger 

brother Abel and in the next chapter (chapter 5) we are introduced 

to Noah. 

 

Right between these two events, the Bible invites us to “Pray”. 

This is the first time we hear about “Prayer” but it’s a subject that 

is woven through the Old and New Testaments. 

 



I did not prepare a message about the genealogy in Genesis but 

these are the circumstances that led up to Prayer. 

 

Adam and Eve fell because of their disobedience. Eve was deceived 

and sinned and Adam knowingly broke trust with God. Two 

approaches to sin. 

 

Next Eve gives birth to Cain and Abel and Cain kills Abel. 

 

Eve then has another son in place of Abel, and she names him Seth. 

 

The descendants of Cain “moved” away from God.  (everyone 

makes choices) 

 

Genesis 4 tells us that Seth had a son that he named Enosh, and that 

Seth and his descendants: “Called on the Name of the Lord” 

 

That generation began to sense that God was wanting more. 

 

And that He was interested in them personally and that God wanted 

to be part of their lives in an intimate way. 

 

So, the first people who prayed were named: “Those who called on 

the name of the Lord” 

 

 

As the people learned to call out in prayer, they also learned 

something else… God loved to answer their prayers. 

 

We do not need to give in to the fears and anxiety that suck us in. 

We don’t have to be hopeless or live without purpose. 

Our God is a God who restores, and redeems, and saves. 

Our God is a “Prayer Answering” God. 

 



Oswald Chambers reminds us: “We have to pray with our eyes on God and 

not on our difficulties.”  

Whatever trouble or brokenness you find yourself in… 

God is there and waiting to answer. 

 

All the stuff that we face in life is a reminder that we can’t handle it 

on our own, and so there is Prayer. 

 

We need prayer because we have a tendency to drift: 

 

‘COME THOU FOUNT” 

O to grace how great a debtor 

Daily I’m constrained to be! 

Let Thy goodness, like a fetter, 

Bind my wandering heart to Thee. 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 

Prone to leave the God I love; 

Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, 

Seal it for Thy courts above. 

Why does God wait for us to call out to Him before He answers? 

After all He knows what our needs are before we ask. 

 

Let me suggest three reasons: 

 

(1) It builds our relationship and dependency on God. 
         The first purpose of prayer is to know God. (Charles L Allen) 

(2) When we call out to God we are admitting we need help. 

(3) He waits because He wants us to know it was Him who 

answered.  

 
The Psalmist writes: In the day of trouble, I called on the name of the Lord 

James 4:2c New King James Version (NKJV) 

2 … you do not have because you do not ask. 



John Wesley said: “Prayer is where the action is.”  

God wants to show us His mercy. 

We can just learn about prayer but not actually Pray. 

We can ask others to pray for us but never Pray ourselves.  

When we Pray, God works His way and His will in others but He is also 

working in our hearts as we Pray. 

Be the people “who call on the name of the Lord.” 

Remember who you are and to whom you belong. 

     AMEN 

 


