
Message For September 18, 2016 

Be Joyful… Be Patient… Be Consistent 

Romans 12:9-13 English Standard Version (ESV) 

                                       
9 
Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to 

what is good. 
10 

Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another 

in showing honor. 
11 

Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the 

Lord. 
12 

Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 
13 

Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality.              

Romans 12:9-13 

Worship is a pathway to joy. 

The Apostle Paul lists the “fruit” that is to be evident in our lives and that list 

includes: JOY 

BUT THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT IS LOVE, JOY, PEACE, PATIENCE, 

KINDNESS, GOODNESS, FAITHFULNESS… Galatians 5:22 

Worry, stressed out, discouraged, disappointed… they all sound like 

disqualifiers of joy. 

The Bible teaches us time and again that we are to rejoice. To have Joy.  

Now that of course doesn’t mean that we never experience those “down” 

emotions, but it tells us that is not where we have to habitually exist. 

We are to rejoice in hope. 

Well… aren’t we to weep with those who weep? We are, but our “joy” always 

remains intact.                                                                                                                               

Because our “Joy” is connected to our faith. It’s the “Joy” of the Lord, the 

faith we have in Him, which is independent of our circumstances.  

As Christians we should be the most joyful people on earth, and dare I say the 

happiest.                                                                                                          



But when we get caught up in how the world measures happiness, how we are 

going to be perceived, what we look like, we begin to lose our joy, we are 

robbed of our joy. 

In our spiritual life we are always under spiritual attack, so it's imperative 

that we understand the Joy of the Lord,which is our strength. 

 

We need to maintain our perspective; our God is a great God, Lord of Lords, 

and King of Kings.                                                                                                                                 

Understand who you are in Christ. The Apostle Paul and all the New 

Testament writers give us perspective on being a child of God. 

 

Once we have perspective, it changes everything. It allows us to see the bigger 

picture.                                                                                                                

Consider the apostle Paul and how he evaluated the many persecutions he 

faced and still remained Joy-Full. 

 

Paul endured repeated floggings, attempts on his life, imprisonments, 

shipwrecks, and often a life lived on the run.                                                                                      

JOY…   knowing who you are in Jesus Christ, God’s son or daughter, the 

apple of His eye, saved by grace, known by the Beloved.                                                                         

 

Both Paul and James made it a point to encourage us not to give up when 

stressed or pushed to our limits.                                                                                                                 

They knew that our joy could be experienced even in the most challenging of 

times.                                                                                                              

Joy will defend us from hard times in life. Without Joy life will wreak havoc 

in our hearts.                                                                                                                          

We will fall victim to self-pity, or self-loathing, or guilt, or past hurts and 

brokenness until we begin to understand the power of pure joy. 

Joy brings contentment and that leads to a thankful heart.                                                                                                                                                                                        

REJOICE IN THE LORD ALWAYS. I WILL SAY IT AGAIN: REJOICE!  

                                                                                                Philippians 4:4                                                                                                                                                                                                     



The greatest constant to our hope, no matter what the circumstance, is to cling 

to the joy of the Lord.                                                                                                                                   

"Don't be dejected and sad, for the joy of the Lord is your strength!"                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                               Nehemiah 8:10 

 

REMEMBER WHO YOU ARE… AND TO WHOM YOU BELONG. 

 

        AMEN 

 

 


