
Message For September 17, 2017 

By Your Service 

 

Matthew 20:20-28 New Living Translation (NLT) 
20 Then the mother of James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to Jesus 

with her sons. She knelt respectfully to ask a favor. 21 “What is your request?” 

he asked. 

She replied, “In your Kingdom, please let my two sons sit in places of honor 

next to you, one on your right and the other on your left.” 
22 But Jesus answered by saying to them, “You don’t know what you are 

asking! Are you able to drink from the bitter cup of suffering I am about to 

drink?” 

“Oh yes,” they replied, “we are able!” 
23 Jesus told them, “You will indeed drink from my bitter cup. But I have no 

right to say who will sit on my right or my left. My Father has prepared those 

places for the ones he has chosen.” 
24 When the ten other disciples heard what James and John had asked, they 

were indignant. 25 But Jesus called them together and said, “You know that 

the rulers in this world lord it over their people, and officials flaunt their 

authority over those under them. 26 But among you it will be different. 

Whoever wants to be a leader among you must be your servant, 27 and 

whoever wants to be first among you must become your slave. 28 For even the 

Son of Man came not to be served but to serve others and to give his life as a 

ransom for many.” 

 

If you are going to be a Christ Follower, you will be a servant. You really 

don’t have an option if you’re going to follow Jesus.   

 

He modeled what it means to be a servant time after time, and we are to 

emulate His lifestyle and His character.                                                                                    

 

He characterized Himself as a Servant and said the way to greatness in the 

Kingdom is through serving. 



 

The Scriptures are filled with teachings and examples of what it means to be a 

servant. To miss it is to miss the ministry of Jesus and your own calling.                                                                                

John 13:3-5 New Living Translation (NLT) 

3 Jesus knew that the Father had given Him authority over everything and 

that He had come from God and would return to God. (Now look what He 

does) 4 He got up from the table, took off His robe, wrapped a towel around 

His waist, 5 and poured water into a basin. Then He began to wash the 

disciples’ feet…”                                                                

The disciples were offended. Washing the feet of others, was to be done by the 

household servant.                                                                                              

Humility is not a onetime event, but part of the Christian’s life. 

We don’t always mind doing the menial tasks, if we get proper recognition. 

And carries some baggage. 
 
Our natural inclination is to be served, not to serve.  

The work of a servant is sometimes hard and embarrassing.  

The servant focuses on helping and on blessing others.   

We serve in Jesus’ name for Jesus’ sake.  

Listen to what Paul writes in 2 Corinthians: 

2 Corinthians 4:5 GOD’S WORD Translation (GW) 

5 Our message is not about ourselves. It is about Jesus Christ as the Lord. We 

are your servants for His sake. 

A seminary professor once told his class, don’t make ministry about:  

Parsonage… pension… paychecks 



It’s always important to say to ourselves “I’m just doing what God has called 

me to do”                                   

Don’t miss the irony here. We do not seek recognition, but we need to be 

quick in giving it. 

What we really want to hear is Jesus saying: 

Matthew 25:23a GOD’S WORD Translation (GW) 

23 “… ‘Good job! You’re a good and faithful servant!” 

The true character of ministry is a servant's heart." — Author Unknown 

 

Remember who you are (Servant of Christ) and to whom you belong. 

                                                    AMEN 

 


