
Message For September 11, 2016 

God’s Unchanging Plan 

 

1 THESSALONIANS 5:9-22 THE MESSAGE (MSG) 
9-11 God didn’t set us up for an angry rejection but for salvation by our 

Master, Jesus Christ. He died for us, a death that triggered life. Whether 

we’re awake with the living or asleep with the dead, we’re alive with him! So 

speak encouraging words to one another. Build up hope so you’ll all be 

together in this, no one left out, no one left behind. I know you’re already 

doing this; just keep on doing it. 

 

God initiated this redemptive act on our behalf and in so doing demonstrated 

His great love for the human race. (You and I) 

 

We are here today in response to that love. So no matter how we came this 

morning: disappointed with life, overwhelmed, a little edgy about life,  

 

Even the most committed believer has those moments when fear or worry can 

kick in.  

 

Anxiety can overtake us. Maybe there is a concern about the future, feel 

discouraged about some of our failures and shortcomings, or find ourselves 

anxious about the lives of our family members. 

 

No one left out… no one left behind. 

 

Do you ever feel not quite good enough? Not “worthy”. You start there but 

you don’t end there. Scripture speaks to the human condition: 

 

We’ve all felt that way. 

  

 The Apostle Paul tells us to speak encouraging words. As we live life, we 

remind one another of God’s love for us. 

   

Love is always an action Calvary reminds of that. God didn’t just make a 

proclamation that He loved us, He died for us. 

 



There is a great scene from the musical Fiddler on the Roof, by Joseph Stein. 

Tevya and his wife Golda, partners in an arranged marriage, did not meet 

each other until their wedding day. Now they have two grown daughters who 

have married for love. So Tevya asks his wife this question, “Do you love 

me?” She thinks it is crazy to ask her that kind of question after this many 

years but he is persistent and so she finally talks of all the things she has done 

for him over the years, the hard work the washing of clothes, cooking of meals 

and concludes, “If that’s not love, what is?” 

So what is Golda saying  — love is action, and actions speak louder than 

words. 

 

God asks us to be real and honest in our love for Him.  

There is a term called “practical atheism”.                                                                                            

Practical atheism shows up when we live as if there were no God.                                             

The externals continue, but devotion shifts from devotion to God to devotion 

to man, circumventing God altogether.                                                                                                                         

Biblical Christianity is foremost a devotion to God but also includes a concern 

for humankind. 

The Great Commandment incorporates both. Because God is love… human 

life matters.                                                                                                                                                 

It is because the cross was a real event and that the sacraments can minister to 

us.                                                                 

It is because Christ really defeated death that the church offers hope. It is 

because of Jesus' atonement that our forgiveness is more than a feeling.                                                                                                                                       

We need right faith initiating right action. Honest faith—joined with honest 

action—bears witness to a real God and a real Christ. 

That’s why the Apostle James writes: 

"For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead 

also."   James 2:26 



It’s always believing and then doing. And in that order.  

 

“His unchanging plan has always been to adopt us into His own family by 

sending Jesus Christ to die for us. And He did this because He wanted to! Now 

all praise to God for His wonderful kindness to us and His favor that He has 

poured out upon us because we belong to His dearly loved Son”                                                             

(Ephesians 1:5-6 TLB). 

We were all orphans at one time. 

It’s always been God’s plan that we live in fellowship with Him.                                                           

To make His plan of adoption possible,                                                                                           

God sent His Son to die for us,                                                                                                                      

that we might have life.                                                                                                                                    

All because He wanted to. 

So remember who you are, (His adopted children) and to whom you belong. 

Prayer is the foundation of intimacy with God, the "inward movement" that 

we make toward God.                                                                                                                                    

As we begin a new school year, a new year of teaching in the church, with 

Sunday School and Bible study, we begin with a new commitment; we are 

going to pray “John Wesley’s Covenant Prayer”: 

I am no longer my own, but yours. 

Put me to what you will, rank me with whom you will; 

put me to doing, put me to suffering; 

let me be employed for you, or laid aside for you, 

exalted for you, or brought low for you; 

let me be full, 

let me be empty, 

let me have all things, 

let me have nothing: 

I freely and wholeheartedly yield all things 

to your pleasure and disposal. 

And now, glorious and blessed God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

you are mine and I am yours. So be it. 



And the covenant now made on earth, let it be ratified in heaven. 

Amen. 

      AMEN 

 

 

 

 


