
Message for September 10, 2017 

 

By Your Presence 

 

1 Peter 2:4-7 New Living Translation (NLT) 

4 You are coming to Christ, who is the living cornerstone of God’s temple. He 

was rejected by people, but he was chosen by God for great honor. 

5 And you are living stones that God is building into his spiritual temple. 

What’s more, you are his holy priests. Through the mediation of Jesus Christ, 

you offer spiritual sacrifices that please God. 6 As the Scriptures say,  

“I am placing a cornerstone in Jerusalem, 

    chosen for great honor, 

and anyone who trusts in him 

    will never be disgraced.” 

7 Yes, you who trust him recognize the honor God has given him. But for those 

who reject him, 

“The stone that the builders rejected 

    has now become the cornerstone.” 

 

He was referring to the church. 

Jesus made this staggering claim because the church would be His ongoing 

incarnation. The church is His body, His presence, His life. 

It’s how He does ministry in this world. It’s through the community of faith.      

The Apostle Paul helps us to see just how important the church is. And we are 

the church. It means we are “all in”. Not just occupying space on Maplewood 

Blvd, but being the church.  

That’s why each person’s presence is so important, that’s why it is promised 

in our membership vows because we are the church, and every person has a 

place, and a calling, in the church.      

We are to be “Light Bearers”                                                                                                       



As we gather as the body of Christ we act as Mission outposts. In this world.                                                                                                       

You cannot fulfill God's plan for your life, nor change the world, without 

being a part in its mission and ministry.    

As the Church, we are the Living Stones for God’s House.                                            

The church alone can withstand the onslaught of the world and offer the 

means of Grace that a lost and hurting world needs. 

The mission Jesus gave the church is to reach out to those who are relationally 

disconnected from Christ and make them Christ Followers.                                 

You will not change the world in any other way. 

But it won't just happen.  

We live in a hostile environment, that is hostile to the things of God.                                                                                                

Even though the god of this world has been judged, the church is under 

constant assault, because it is the Church that stands against the darkness.                                                                                                                     

It demands constant and steadfast commitment. Look for places to plug-in 

and grow your faith. 

According to Jesus' words, the church is not only to take a stand against 

evil… 

… but also, to stage a frontal attack because the gates of hell will not prevail 

against it. 

So, is your Presence important? It’s vitally important to all of us, you 

encourage us by your presence and your commitment.  

Remember who you are and to whom you belong. 

      AMEN 

 

 


