
Message for August 7, 2016. 

Looking or Seeing 

Numbers 13:17-20, 25-28, 30-32 

The issue in culture now is between belief and unbelief: Is Christianity true or 

false, real or unreal? 

It is the fact that Christianity is true and that life in Christ is real… that you 

are sitting where you are this morning and that God has given each of us a 

vision for living out the Kingdom of God. 

We want to talk about vision and being a visionary this morning. 

Numbers 13:17-20, 25-28, 30-32 Good News Translation (GNT) 

17 When Moses sent them out, he said to them, “Go north from here into the 

southern part of the land of Canaan and then on into the hill country. 18 Find 

out what kind of country it is, how many people live there, and how strong 

they are. 19 Find out whether the land is good or bad and whether the people 

live in open towns or in fortified cities. 20 Find out whether the soil is fertile 

and whether the land is wooded. And be sure to bring back some of the fruit 

that grows there.”  

25 After exploring the land for forty days, the spies returned 26 to Moses, 

Aaron, and the whole community of Israel at Kadesh in the wilderness of 

Paran. They reported what they had seen and showed them the fruit they had 

brought. 27 They told Moses, “We explored the land and found it to be rich 

and fertile; and here is some of its fruit. 28 But the people who live there are 

powerful, and their cities are very large and well fortified.                                                           

30 Caleb silenced the people who were complaining against Moses, and said, 

“We should attack now and take the land; we are strong enough to conquer 

it.” 

31 But the men who had gone with Caleb said, “No, we are not strong enough 

to attack them; the people there are more powerful than we are.” 32 So they 

spread a false report among the Israelites about the land they had explored. 

They said, “That land doesn't even produce enough to feed the people who 

live there.   



 

Sometimes visionaries are confused with wishful thinkers. Visionaries aren’t 

impractical people; they’re just daily commuters on the road less traveled.                                                  

Many people use their eyes for looking, but visionaries use their eyes to see.  

The truest list of visionaries is found following God and many of them are 

listed right here in the Bible.                                                                                                                     

They were the faithful followers with impractical ideas who saw things 

differently than most. You will recognize some of their names:  

Twelve spies scouted out the Promised Land and brought their reports 

back to Moses. Ten of the spies reported seeing giants and, with 

typical near sightedness…                                                                                                         

concluded the plan wouldn’t work, it was impossible and that someone 

must have misread God.                                                                  

Except for two guys, two of the 12 that were sent out by Moses, the two 

holdouts, two visionaries, Caleb and Joshua.   

They both reported the same obstacles, but they saw things differently. 

They began to see things the way God was looking at them.                                                                              

Yes there were giants… Visionaries are aware of reality. But they also 

recognize when God is up to something and He wants to stretch them.  

Elisha was another visionary. He found that his modest home was 

surrounded by a massive Syrian army who were seeking revenge on 

the prophet.                                                                                                                                          

You see Elisha possessed the ability to eavesdrop on all their battle 

plans. With God’s help he was able to checkmate every plan the 

Syrians made.                                                                                                                                    

When Elisha’s servant saw the huge Syrian army, he panicked.                                                                                             



I love Elisha’s response to his servant… “These men are no match for 

our unseen army of angels.” Visionaries have resources undetected by 

the world. They tend to look through spiritual eyes.  

For fifteen years the City of Jerusalem sat in ruins. Rebuilding the city 

wall and the Temple seemed impossible. Then Nehemiah shows up 

another visionary. 

He looks things over, makes a plan, he organizes, and then he equips 

everyone to do their job. Everyone has a part to play.                                                                                                                           

It was tough going and there was opposition but…  

Visionaries look beyond the circumstances and remain focused.  

One more example… Noah. Kids love the story of Noah that big boat 

and all those animals.                                                                                                              

When we teach our children about Noah, we are teaching them about 

God’s grace and how He continued to extend His grace to a rebellious 

world. 

It also teaches us about being a visionary. 

For a hundred years Noah showed up at the shipyard. It didn’t matter 

that it had never rained, or that he lived hundreds of miles from the 

nearest body of water, or that no one else had the same passion for 

God.                                                                                                                                                              

Visionaries are typically in the minority and often get the most 

criticism.  

God’s people are called to be visionaries. We’re to think and lead differently 

than the world. Visible agents for an invisible God.  

We are sitting here in Fellowship Hall this morning, worshipping here instead 

of in the sanctuary.  Because many of you have a vision. 

It’s more than just renovation. Nehemiah renovated the Temple in Jerusalem 

as a place of worship and out of respect for the Living God and to Honor Him. 



We teach people to follow a God whose audible voice we’ve never heard,                                  

to love a Savior we’ve never seen,                                                                                                           

to live according to a Book that’s often discounted,                                                                            

to plan an eternity in a place we’ve never been.  

And to serve a world that often rejects our message. 

But we continue to do it… because we have a vision for the Kingdom of God 

and a desire to do the will of our Father. 

REMEMBER WHO YOU ARE, AND TO WHOM YOU BELONG. 

       AMEN 

 

 

 

 

 

 


