
Message for August 5, 2018 

 

Pursuing God 

 

Deuteronomy 6:5 New International Version (NIV) 
5 Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 

all your strength.  

There is one God who creates and redeems. 

The New Testament shows that God is Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

One God in three persons. 

 

Compare the unity of God, with the unity of humankind who is made in God’s 

image. 

Humans are comprised of spirit, soul and body. 

Yet each person is not three beings, but one being. 

The physical, the emotional, and the spiritual. 

 

Every human being has a soul. 

 

Soul is a difficult word to define. In the Bible, it refers to life, being, person or 

self. The word is translated literally as "to breathe," yet it means more than 

just being "alive".   

 

Jesus said in the Gospel of Mark: 

 

Mark 8:36 New Living Translation (NLT) 
36 And what do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own 

soul? 

 

What is it that makes the human soul so very important that Jesus would 

stack everything that you could gain in this world against your soul, and 

would say there is no comparison? Whatever you do, don’t lose your soul.  

 

The soul has to do with who we are as a person.                                                          

 

It’s the soul that makes us different from all other creatures. 

 

From the soul comes our identity as sons and daughters of God. 



When God made us, He gave us a touch of the eternal.  That is not to say we 

are somehow divine. Nor that we somehow become God.                                                                             

The soul is that unique element of life that reflects God's own image. 

Genesis 1:27 New Living Translation (NLT) 
27 So God created human beings in His own image. 

    In the image of God He created them; 

    male and female He created them. 

Our souls enable us to do what only humans can do: respond and relate to 

God.                                                                                                        

The soul is the part within us that comes alive spiritually.                                

That’s why at graveside I declare the words of Scripture: 

John 12:24 English Standard Version (ESV) 
24 Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and 

dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 

Jesus said that those who cling to their life – that is their "soul," in the 

original language – would lose it, but those who would lose their life for His 

sake would gain it                                                                                    

From the soul comes our hunger and our yearning for God.  

And the call of God is to love Him with all our soul. 

We enter a relationship with God by choosing to relate to Him through Christ 

at the soul level.                                                                     

We grow in our relationship with Him and our commitment to Him.  

Our souls want a communion with God, and yet sometimes we feel estranged 

from Him, like there is a distancing. 

 

What is our part and what are we doing to stay close?                                                                    

 

• Am I praying? 

• Am I spending time reading the Bible? Not just reading for information, but 

thinking how it can be applied to our life?  



• Am I involved in worship? Not am I sitting here on a Sunday morning but am 

I engaging with God? 

• Am I connecting with people who challenge and encourage me spiritually? 

• Am I doing ministry? Do I ever share the Gospel? 

• Lastly, am I setting time aside to just think about God? 

                                                        

Our relationship with God must be cultivated.  

John Wesley said that Holy Communion was a means of Grace. As we come to 

His table… God is reminding us what He has done for us. 

And as we take the bread and the cup we are saying to God we love You:  

Mark 12:30 New King James Version (NKJV) 
30  … with all our heart, with all our soul, with all our mind, and with all our 

strength. 

 

Remember who you are and to whom you belong 

     AMEN 

 


