
Message for August 28, 2016 

Run To Win! 

Hebrews 12:1-2 GOD’S WORD Translation (GW) 

12 Since we are surrounded by so many examples of faith, we must 

get rid of everything that slows us down, especially sin that distracts 

us. We must run the race that lies ahead of us and never give up. 
2 We must focus on Jesus, the source and goal of our faith. He saw 

the joy ahead of him, so he endured death on the cross and ignored 

the disgrace it brought him. Now he holds the honored position—the 

one next to God the Father on the heavenly throne.  

Not everyone is familiar with the name Eric Liddell, but most have 

heard of the movie “Chariots of Fire” or least listened to the Greek 

composer Vangelis musical score. 

Eric Liddell running for Great Britain turned down an opportunity 

for Olympic gold at the Paris Games in 1924 in order to honor Jesus 

Christ.                                                                                                              

It was Liddell who famously said, “God made me fast. And when I 

run, I feel His pleasure.” 

Many either watched or at least followed the medal ceremonies this 

summer in Rio.               

With all the competition many of the athletes shared a word of 

testimony of God in their life.  

Not every Christian is an Olympian, but every Christian has a 

testimony.                                                                                 

So I hope you got more from the 2016 Olympics than just athletics 

competing for Gold, Silver and Bronze as well as lucrative 

endorsements. 



As fun as this is to follow, there is a bigger story here, it’s one that 

should encourage your faith. 

Let’s begin with a house hold name… super-swimmer Michael 

Phelps.    

Phelps reached the pinnacle of sports and found it hollow even 

contemplating suicide. It was Ray Lewis an NFL player who gave 

him a copy of “The Purpose-Driven Life,” by Rick Warren. 

Phelp’s read the book while going through re-hab. 

Michael Phelp’s story reminds us of the role that God’s people have 

in boldly sharing the message of hope and of salvation.                                                                                                                                                              

In the women’s 10,000 meters race, One of the most amazing 

runners from Ethiopia, she destroyed the previous world record by 

14 seconds. (This is where fastness is measured in hundredths)                                                                                                        

Here is how Almaz responded to unfounded rumors about cheating,                                                                                                                                                 

She said, “My doping is my training and my doping is Jesus. 

Nothing otherwise —I am crystal clear.” 

The American swimmer Simone Manuel set an Olympic record in 

the 100-meter freestyle, becoming the first African-American 

woman to win gold as a swimmer and the first American to win the 

100-meter since 1984, over 30 years.                                                                                                                                                                  

After the race she said, “All I can say is all glory to God.” 

  
Then there’s another inspiring Olympian named Simone—Simone 

Biles, acknowledged to be the world’s greatest female gymnast—and 

perhaps the best ever.                                                                                     

Simone was adopted at age 6 by her grandparents because of her 

mother’s battle with addiction.                                                                                                                                                                       



Since then she has reconciled with her mom, Simone draws strength 

from her relationship with God and her faith. 

We have a grandson who was adopted by our son, Ephram came 

from that same kind of environment. I don’t know if he will be an 

athlete or even an Olympian, but I want him to have a testimony. To 

testify to the goodness of God in his life. 

Katie Ledecky, who may become the greatest woman swimmer of all 

time—and who won the 800-meter freestyle by an amazing 11 

seconds—says her faith in Christ “is part of who I am.” 

There have been many such reminders in Rio but perhaps my 

favorite is the Fiji rugby team.  

They dominated Great Britain, 43-7 winning the island country’s 

first-ever gold medal.                                                                             

It’s a wonderful story… but here’s the real story.                                                                                                                                                                                              

The winning players huddled and sang, both in English and Fijian:                                                                                        

“We have overcome… We have overcome                                                                                                                            

By the blood of the Lamb… And the Word of the Lord                                                                                                               

We have overcome.”  

John writes in the Book of Revelation: 

Revelation 12:11a New Living Translation (NLT) 

11 And they have defeated him by the blood of the Lamb 

    and by their testimony 

Then they received their medals humbly—on their knees! A 

testimony to these Christian men and their faith. (Look for it on 

Youtube.) 



Each of us is to bring hope to the hopeless…                                                                                                  

encouragement to the discouraged…                                                                                                                           

restoration to the broken…                                                                                                                                                                

and salvation to the lost. 

Eric Liddell once said, “It has been a wonderful experience to 

compete in the Olympic Games and to bring home a gold medal.                                                                                                                                          

But … I have had my eyes on a different prize. …                                                                                                                   

Each one of us is in a greater race than any I have run in Paris, and 

this race ends when God gives out the medals.” 

The Apostle Paul in writing his first letter to the Corinthians says 

this: 

1 Corinthians 9:24-25 New Living Translation (NLT) 

24 Don’t you realize that in a race everyone runs, but only one person 

gets the prize? So run to win! 25 All athletes are disciplined in their 

training. They do it to win a prize that will fade away, but we do it 

for an eternal prize.  

REMEMBER WHO YOU ARE AND TO WHOM YOU BELONG. 

       AMEN 

 

 


