
Message For August 13, 2017 

“And if not…”  

Daniel 3:14-18 New English Translation (NET Bible) 

14 Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego, that you don’t serve my gods and that you don’t pay homage to the 

golden statue that I erected? 15 Now if you are ready, when you hear the sound 

of the horn, flute, zither, trigon, harp, pipes, and all kinds of music, you must 

bow down and pay homage to the statue that I had made. If you don’t pay 

homage to it, you will immediately be thrown into the midst of the furnace of 

blazing fire. Now, who is that god who can rescue you from my power?” 
16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego replied to King Nebuchadnezzar, “We 

do not need to give you a reply concerning this. 17 If our God whom we are 

serving exists, he is able to rescue us from the furnace of blazing fire, and he 

will rescue us, O king, from your power as well. 18 But if not, let it be known to 

you, O king, that we don’t serve your gods, and we will not pay homage to the 

golden statue that you have erected.” 

God is a God who rescues people, He loves to rescue and redeem people.                                   

That was Jesus’s motivation at the cross. To rescue us from sin and death and 

a life of emptiness. 

God rescued Noah and the other seven members of his family. 

 God rescued Moses from the hand of the Pharaoh  

Daniel from the lion’s den 

David from Saul 

God rescued Paul and Silas from jail 

Peter was rescued from his guilt and shame. 

Sarah and Hannah were rescued from their bareness. 



The Bible is filled with stories of people being rescued. 

One of the things we like to do when there is opportunity, is to enjoy movies. 

This movie was about perhaps the biggest military disaster of WWII. Takes 

place on the coast of Northern France close to the village of Dunkirk.  

The time was June 1940 and the place was Dunkirk, France. The British 

Expeditionary Force, sent to stop the Nazi advance into Belgium and France, 

had been pushed steadily back to the sea. 

A heaviness fell over England. Hitler’s armies were poised to destroy the 

cornered Allied army. But as the British people waited anxiously, a three-

word message was transmitted from the army at Dunkirk: “And if not.” 

In the movie, it is just referred to as the call. The call for the British civilian 

population to rescue the military.                                                                          

I wish they had said those important words in the script because those words 

are right out of the Bible, right out of the Book of Daniel. 

The British people instantly recognized what the message meant: “Even if we 

are not rescued from Hitler’s army, we will stand strong.” “And if not” was 

found in the Book of Daniel, where Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego defied 

Nebuchadnezzar, putting their trust in God. No matter the outcome, they 

were remaining faithful to the Living God. 

The message galvanized the British people. Hundreds of boats set out across 

the Channel (about 80 miles from Dunkirk, France to Dover, England), in a 

gallant bid to rescue their army. And they succeeded. Nearly 350,000 troops 

were saved. 



Mostly British, but also French and Belgian soldiers 

The British people were so steeped in Christian understanding that they 

immediately grasped the meaning of a cryptic biblical allusion. 

 

“And if not…” The words that Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego spoke 

confessing their trust in God as they defied King Nebuchadnezzar. 

In order to feel encouraged you have to first believe you need rescuing. 

I’m not giving a movie review this morning, the Bible is talking about real life, 

a redeemed life that is offered in Christ. 

What do you need rescuing from?  

Financial woes, health concerns, the worry that accompanies the worries of 

life.  

The pain of a wayward child. 

A strained relationship or is it broken. 

From discouragement, disappointment, depression. 

Before you give up, God has this last word… there is hope of being rescued. 

The Apostle Paul writes in Galatians: 

Galatians 1:3-5 New Living Translation (NLT) 

3 May God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ give you grace and peace. 
4 Jesus gave His life for our sins, just as God our Father planned, in order to 

rescue us from this evil world in which we live. 5 All glory to God forever and 

ever! Amen. 

Remember who you are (those who are rescued) and to whom you belong. 

AMEN 

 


