
Message For July 9, 2017 

The Fundamental Test 

1 Corinthians 13 New Living Translation (NLT) 

13 If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but didn’t love 

others, I would only be a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I had the gift of 

prophecy, and if I understood all of God’s secret plans and possessed all 

knowledge, and if I had such faith that I could move mountains, but didn’t 

love others, I would be nothing. 3 If I gave everything I have to the poor and 

even sacrificed my body, I could boast about it; but if I didn’t love others, I 

would have gained nothing. 

4 Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud 5 or rude. It 

does not demand its own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of 

being wronged. 6 It does not rejoice about injustice but rejoices whenever the 

truth wins out. 7 Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and 

endures through every circumstance. 

8 Prophecy and speaking in unknown languages and special knowledge will 

become useless. But love will last forever! 9 Now our knowledge is partial and 

incomplete, and even the gift of prophecy reveals only part of the whole 

picture! 10 But when the time of perfection comes, these partial things will 

become useless. 

11 When I was a child, I spoke and thought and reasoned as a child. But when I 

grew up, I put away childish things. 12 Now we see things imperfectly, like 

puzzling reflections in a mirror, but then we will see everything with perfect 

clarity. All that I know now is partial and incomplete, but then I will know 

everything completely, just as God now knows me completely. 

13 Three things will last forever—faith, hope, and love—and the greatest of 

these is love. 

For the next few minutes we are going to focus only on the middle section of 

this chapter where Paul tells us what love is, using both a positive and 

negative description of the word love.  

There is a very good chance if you have attended a wedding you would have 

heard these words being read or at least some of the words. 



Paul wrote these two letters called 1st and 2nd Corinthians, and in this 13th 

chapter of 1st Corinthians we find what is commonly referred to as the love 

chapter. (Because he defines love, what it is and what it isn’t) 

Paul is writing words that when applied to couples it will revolutionize their 

marriage. 

It can take a dull boring relationship and it can make it the most fulfilling and 

vibrant and intimate relationship humanly possible.                                                                                                                           

When these same principals found here in the Book of Corinthians are 

applied to families, families become healthy. Members begin to thrive. 

Families in turn provide the backbone to culture by both example and by 

leading.                                                      

And when applied to churches, churches live in unity, and the gates of hell 

won’t prevail against it. There is a new sense of community. The church is 

deepened in their commitment to feed the hungry, provide clothing and 

shelter, to help in meeting the physical and emotional needs of people. 

When the truth of Scripture is applied to individuals, and to marriages and to 

families and to the community of faith and the Gospel, the Good News of 

Jesus Christ is shared, people have hope and experience a purpose for life.   

Faith… Hope… and Love are all present virtues but it is love that creates 

unity in a marriage, in the family, and in the church. 

These three things (faith, hope, love) are all currently needed in the time in 

which we now live: 

In the age to come… 

Our faith will give way to sight. 

Our hope will turn into our experience. 

But the last of these three… LOVE, is eternal, it is the one thing that lasts, it is 

important in this age and in the age to come, because the character of God is 

love, so love is eternal, and never ending. 

Love never gives up 



Don’t give up on each other, marriage partner, family member, wayward 

child. 

Love cares more for others than for self. 

Maintain a healthy respect for yourself, but not at the expense of the other 

person. 

Love doesn’t want what it doesn’t have. 

 

Some things just don’t belong to you. God has provided richly for your needs. 

Love doesn’t strut 

Arrogance is a trap anyone can falter in. Humility leads to wisdom. 

Doesn’t have a swelled head 

Isaiah said pride is just before the fall  

Doesn’t force itself on others 

Stay humble, not everyone is waiting to hear your opinion 

Isn’t always “me first,” 

Jesus says it best when He says the first will be last 

Doesn’t fly off the handle 

Got a temper, keep a handle on it 

Doesn’t keep score of the sins of others 

That’s called keeping tract so we can retaliate. Not our job 

Doesn’t revel when others grovel 

Don’t take pleasure in someone else’s failures or mistakes. 

Take pleasure in the truth 



Seek truth, always 

Puts up with anything 

Change the situation if you can, but be patient  

Trusts God always 

Our Hope is always in the Lord 

Always looks for the best 

Whatever is True and honorably, right and pure, lovely and admirable… 

focus on these things. 

Never looks back, 

Keep going to the end. 

8-10 Love never dies. 

So Remember who you are and to whom you belong. 

 

     AMEN 

 

 


