
Message For July 2, 2017 

The Life of Freedom 

Galatians 5:13-14 New Living Translation (NLT) 

13 For you have been called to live in freedom, my brothers and sisters. But 

don’t use your freedom to satisfy your sinful nature. Instead, use your 

freedom to serve one another in love. 14 For the whole law can be summed up 

in this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 

Sometimes to really appreciate something you need only to look at someone 

else who doesn’t experience what we have so readily available to us. 

This video was shot in China where believers live with limited freedoms. 

A 22 year old American student, Otto Warmbier was described as having 

extensive brain damage that left him in a state of "unresponsive wakefulness". 

Died this past week after being returned by the North Korean oppressive 

government where freedom does not exist.  

No single word resonates in the mind of Americans at this time of year like the 

word “Freedom”. 

It is a word that is so associated with this nation, but even more than a single 

country, it is a Gospel word. 

And yet the word Free in culture is different than Free in the Biblical sense. 

When we speak of freedom in culture we mean: free to make our own 

decisions, not to be told anything, not having to behave in any particular 

manner. 

Not accountable, having it our way. 

At the very heart of the Christian gospel is the strange truth that real freedom 

is found only in a deeper way. 

We can be free even in the harshest environment, be it under communist rule, 

a dictatorship, or any form of a totalitarian regime. Even while in captivity. 

The Apostle Peter declares that believers are in fact free, from the bondage of 

sin, and yet we are slaves. 



1 Peter 2:16a New Living Translation (NLT) 

16 For you are free, yet you are God’s slaves…  

Now what does that mean, it’s like saying if you want to be first you must be 

last. 

Kingdom values are different than cultural values. 

Biblical freedom has to do with parameters and boundaries.  

When God put restrictions on Adam and Eve in the garden, it was so they 

could continue to enjoy unlimited fellowship with Him.                                                         

It was a way back to the Father even when there was no way back to Eden. 

He offered them freedom, not bondage.  

Jesus offers us freedom from the bondage of sin.  

Luke 4:18 New Living Translation (NLT) 

18 “The Spirit of the LORD is upon me, 

    for he has anointed me to bring Good News to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim that captives will be released, 

    that the blind will see, 

that the oppressed will be set free, 

Oppressed by sin. 

The Gospel is all about freedom. 

We are free, and yet slaves of Christ.  

Paul addresses it at a slightly different angle. 

2 Corinthians 3:17 New Living Translation (NLT) 

17 For the Lord is the Spirit, and wherever the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 

freedom. 

Paul connects Freedom and Christ.  

We have been called to live in freedom, that is God’s desire for all of us. 



Romans 8 says that (Romans 8:21)  
21 the creation looks forward to the day when it will join God’s children in 

glorious freedom from death and decay.  

It is from sin and death that Christ sets us free. 

Remember who you are, (Created to be free), and to whom you belong. 

      AMEN 

 

 


