
Message for July 1, 2018 

I Surrender 

Jesus Christ made the ultimate surrender when He offered Himself 

as the atonement for our sins that we might live forever with Him. 

Philippians 2:5-11 The Message (MSG) 
5-8 Think of yourselves the way Christ Jesus thought of Himself. He 

had equal status with God but didn’t think so much of Himself that 

He had to cling to the advantages of that status no matter what. Not 

at all. When the time came, He set aside the privileges of deity and 

took on the status of a slave, became human! Having become 

human, He stayed human. It was an incredibly humbling process. 

He didn’t claim special privileges. Instead, He lived a selfless, 

obedient life and then died a selfless, obedient death—and the worst 

kind of death at that—a crucifixion. 

9-11 Because of that obedience, God lifted Him high and honored Him 

far beyond anyone or anything, ever, so that all created beings in 

heaven and on earth—even those long ago dead and buried—will 

bow in worship before this Jesus Christ, and call out in praise that 

He is the Master of all, to the glorious honor of God the Father. 

Do we really surrender all? I love that song, but it can be difficult to 

sing in all honesty. 

We want to surrender all, but often end up holding things back. You 

know the things we really don’t want to change or let go of. 

We often don’t act like Jesus but then our actions and attitudes pull 

us up short.  

The last stanza of an old Celtic Hymn goes like this:            

 

Christ with me, Christ before me; Christ behind me, Christ in me; 

Christ under me, Christ over me; Christ to the right of me, Christ to 

the left of me; Christ in lying down, Christ in sitting, Christ in rising 



up; Christ in the heart of everyone that thinks of me; Christ in the 

mouth of everyone that speaks to me; Christ in every eye that sees me; 

Christ in every ear that hears me. 

We want to surrender more and be more like Jesus. The good news 

is God wants it for us too and is working on it.                                                  

The Apostle Paul tells us: 

 

Philippians 1:6 Living Bible (TLB) 
6 And I am sure that God who began the good work within you will 

keep right on helping you grow in His grace until His task within 

you is finally finished on that day when Jesus Christ returns. 

It’s ongoing. 

Sometimes it will be three steps forward, two steps back. 

But He does promise to transform us! 

 

Elisabeth Elliot writes: 

If with courage and joy we pour ourselves out for Him and for 

others for His sake, it is not possible to lose, anything worth keeping. 

We will gain everything worth having.”  

 

Surrender is never easy. It will always be costly. 

 

Surrender is not about works, but about trust in the One who 

changes the heart. 

 

God asks for our surrender, so He can make something out of us. 

 

Remember who you are and to whom you belong 

 

     AMEN 
 

 


