
Message For June 4, 2017 

THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH 

John 14:15-20 The Message (MSG) 

15-17 “If you love me, show it by doing what I’ve told you. I will talk to the 

Father, and He’ll provide you another Friend so that you will always have 

someone with you. This Friend is the Spirit of Truth. The godless world can’t 

take Him in because it doesn’t have eyes to see Him, doesn’t know what to 

look for. But you know Him already because He has been staying with you, 

and will even be in you! 

18-20 “I will not leave you orphaned. I’m coming back. In just a little while the 

world will no longer see me, but you’re going to see me because I am alive and 

you’re about to come alive. At that moment you will know absolutely that I’m 

in my Father, and you’re in me, and I’m in you. 

John’s Gospel involves the Holy Spirit’s role in spiritual growth. The Spirit 

empowers us to live the Spirit filled life including the power to pray in Spirit 

power.  

The Holy Spirit is our Teacher, Helper, Advocate and Guide and He is the 

Spirit of Truth. 

He lifts Jesus and He builds us up as believers enabling us to live the Christian 

life. (We talked some about the Kingdom Lifestyle last week). 

In the Book of Galatians, the Apostle Paul contrasts two different motivations 

for life: One is led by the sinful nature and the other follows the guidance and 

promptings of the Spirit. 

 When we walk in the Spirit we are in step with the will of God. Our life 

becomes pleasing to God and our lives produce fruit. Paul lists the Fruit of the 

Spirit: 

Galatians 5:22-23 New Living Translation (NLT) 

22 But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control.  

 



God’s teaching and guidance comes to us only through Christ by means of the 

Spirit.   

It is the Spirit that gives to us spiritual gifts, and we can grieve the Spirit. 

Think of people being in one of three categories:  

The Natural person… This person is influenced by human nature. They can 

be learned, eloquent, cultured, even religious. Process the wisdom of this 

world but is not capable of understanding the things of God. Someone who 

considers spiritual things as foolishness. Listen to how Paul describes this 

person: 

1 Corinthians 2:14 New Living Translation (NLT) 

14 But people who aren’t spiritual can’t receive these truths from God’s Spirit. 

It all sounds foolish to them and they can’t understand it, for only those who 

are spiritual can understand what the Spirit means.  

Next is The Carnal person… Now this person is an improvement from the 

first since the person does have the Spirit. This person walks in the flesh and 

not in the Spirit. They are guided by principles belonging to men and not of 

the Spirit. Sometimes this person is referred to as a baby Christian. Fed 

simple food. Paul says this about the carnal person: 

1 Corinthians 3:1 New Living Translation (NLT) 

3 Dear brothers and sisters, when I was with you I couldn’t talk to you as I 

would to spiritual people. I had to talk as though you belonged to this world 

or as though you were infants in Christ.    

Thirdly is The Spiritual person… 

 Paul says this person is the one he can talk to who understands spiritual 

things. The Apostle tells us that the Spiritual person is born of the Spirit, led 

by the Spirit, has a spiritual mind, is renewed, sealed and filled by the Spirit 

of God. This person gives the Spirit freewheeling in their life. 

The Spirit of God is the Spirit of Prayer. Jesus promised us the gift of the 

Spirit in our lives. Since Jesus is no longer present physically, we have been 

given the Spirit.  



The Bible tells us (Romans 8) that one of the crucial tasks of the Spirit is to 

inspire and guide our prayers. 

If we are to understand prayer as communication with God, then we need to 

see prayer as dialogue and not as a monologue. Prayer is a two-way 

conversation: We speak, God listens, God speaks, we listen. 

During our morning prayers at home, I pray for you all “I am asking that 

God will have our hearts and He will draw all of us closer to Himself”. 

(And then there are special needs that someone might have, even during 

praying the Spirit brings those needs to mind and directs the prayer. 

The Spirit helps us in our praying. 

The indwelling of the Holy Spirit is when God takes up permanent residence 

in the believer in Jesus Christ. Now in the Old Testament, the Spirit would 

empower a person for service but not necessarily remain with that person. 

Maybe to accomplish a specific purpose, only for a time. 

But we now have the Spirit living in us, all the time. That’s why we know that 

our bodies are the Temple of the Spirit of God. He indwells us. 

The more we submit to the Spirit’s living in us, the more victory we 

experience. 

Remember who you are and to whom you belong. 

 

     AMEN 

 

 

 


