
Message for June 3, 2018 

Remain Faithful 

 

Jude 17-23 New Living Translation (NLT) 
17 But you, my dear friends, must remember what the apostles of our Lord 

Jesus Christ predicted. 18 They told you that in the last times there would be 

scoffers whose purpose in life is to satisfy their ungodly desires. 19 These 

people are the ones who are creating divisions among you. They follow their 

natural instincts because they do not have God’s Spirit in them. 

20 But you, dear friends, must build each other up in your most holy faith, 

pray in the power of the Holy Spirit,[a] 21 and await the mercy of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, who will bring you eternal life. In this way, you will keep 

yourselves safe in God’s love. 

22 And you must show mercy to[b] those whose faith is wavering. 23 Rescue 

others by snatching them from the flames of judgment. Show mercy to still 

others,[c] but do so with great caution, hating the sins that contaminate their 

lives 

 

Jesus once outlined the signs that we are to watch for and that these signs 

would indicate the end times are near.                                            

Recorded by Matthew (chapter 24), and is known as the "little apocalypse," 

there are at least eight dynamics that will come into play: 

• false prophets and people who claim to be Christ; 

• wars and threats of wars; 

• an increase in the number of natural disasters; 

• the persecution of Christians; 

• the renunciation of faith by many Christians; 

• internal division and discord among Christians; 

• immorality and insensitivity to immorality; and 

• the proclamation of the gospel to everyone in the world. 

I know—reading the list sounds like today's headline.                                 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jude+1%3A17-23&version=NLT#fen-NLT-30654a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jude+1%3A17-23&version=NLT#fen-NLT-30656b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jude+1%3A17-23&version=NLT#fen-NLT-30657c


There are those who are proclaiming that we are in the last days.                                                                                                                   

And there are those who are saying that such signs have always been upon us.                                                                    

And that Christians of every generation thought theirs would be the last. 

I don't know… we’re not told but we know that Christ Jesus wants His people 

to expectantly anticipate His return and that we are to REMAIN FAITHFUL!  

I just know we're closer to the end than any other era of Christians. 

Jesus gave us a kind of “Heads Up” on the signs of the time and End of the 

Age: Jesus warns us about them in Matthew chapter 24… 

• false prophets and people who claim to be Christ; 

 
4 Jesus told them, “Don’t let anyone fool you. 5 For many will come 

claiming to be the Messiah and will lead many astray. 6 

 

• wars and threats of wars; 

 
6 When you hear of wars beginning, this does not signal my return; these 

must come, but the end is not yet. 7 The nations and kingdoms of the earth 

will rise against each other, 

 

• an increase in the number of natural disasters; 

 

and there will be famines and earthquakes in many places. 8 But all this 

will be only the beginning of the horrors to come. 

 

• the persecution of Christians; 

And then consider how Christians will be persecuted. The United States 

Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF) just 

released its 2018 Annual Report noting that religious freedom is in 

global decline.                                                                                        

Religious freedom has deteriorated in many countries in 2017, countries 

of particular concern include Burma, Central African Republic, China, 

Iran, Nigeria, North Korea, Pakistan, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, 

Syria and there are others. 

We support a little girl in Demoso, Myanmar, Naw Say Kue Paw. 



She lives in a religious repressed area where Christianity is not to be 

spoken of let alone taught.                                       

Much of the persecution in those countries is targeted toward 

Christians. 

• the renunciation of faith by many Christians; 
 

12 Sin will be rampant everywhere and will cool the love of many. 13 But 

those enduring to the end shall be saved. 

 

• internal division and discord among Christians; 

 

This is why the Apostle Paul taught so much about unity. A house divided 

can’t stand. What’s the major culprit? Pride. 

 

• immorality and insensitivity to immorality;  

Just consider immorality and insensitivity to immorality.                      

Findings from the 2017 American Values Atlas, just released by the Public 

Religion Research Institute (PRRI), reveal a drastic change in moral attitude.                                                                                              

I know this sounds like old news, but it shouldn't because it isn't.                 

There has never been such a seismic moral shift in such short order in any era 

of history.  

• the proclamation of the gospel to everyone in the world. 
 

14 And this Good News about the Kingdom will be preached through all the 

world for a witness to all people; and then the end will come. 

 

So is the end near? 

Without question the end is near… whether it happens in our lifetime or not,  

We are to be careful to REMAIN FAITHFUL!                                                                                                              

This is the very reason we should take Jesus' counsel to heart: 

Live every day as if it is the world's last night. 

 



The last two verses from the Book of Jude, the text I read at the beginning is a 

Prayer of Praise, we’ll close with it: 

 
24 Now all glory to God, who is able to keep you from falling away and will 

bring you with great joy into His glorious presence without a single fault. 25 All 

glory to Him who alone is God, our Savior through Jesus Christ our Lord. All 

glory, majesty, power, and authority are His before all time, and in the 

present, and beyond all time!   Amen.                Jude 24-25 New Living 

Translation (NLT) 

 

Remain Faithful! 

                                     Remember who you are and to whom you belong. 

 

      AMEN 

 

 


