
Message from June 25, 2017 

A Grace Filled Life 

Matthew 18:23-33 New Living Translation (NLT) 

23 “Therefore, the Kingdom of Heaven can be compared to a king 

who decided to bring his accounts up to date with servants who had 

borrowed money from him. 24 In the process, one of his debtors was 

brought in who owed him millions of dollars. 25 He couldn’t pay, so 

his master ordered that he be sold—along with his wife, his 

children, and everything he owned—to pay the debt. 

26 “But the man fell down before his master and begged him, ‘Please, 

be patient with me, and I will pay it all.’ 27 Then his master was 

filled with pity for him, and he released him and forgave his debt. 

28 “But when the man left the king, he went to a fellow servant who 

owed him a few thousand dollars. He grabbed him by the throat and 

demanded instant payment. 

29 “His fellow servant fell down before him and begged for a little 

more time. ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay it,’ he pleaded. 30 But 

his creditor wouldn’t wait. He had the man arrested and put in 

prison until the debt could be paid in full. 

31 “When some of the other servants saw this, they were very upset. 

They went to the king and told him everything that had happened. 
32 Then the king called in the man he had forgiven and said, ‘You 

evil servant! I forgave you that tremendous debt because you 

pleaded with me. 33 Shouldn’t you have mercy on your fellow 

servant, just as I had mercy on you?’ 

 

This parable is all about extending Grace. The King in the story 

gave grace to one of His debtors. Which the debtor gladly excepted. 

But then he turned around and showed ungrace to a fellow servant. 



 

This July 4th we are celebrating 241 years. As Americans, we are 

blessed beyond measure. We should have a great appreciation for, 

and a deep understanding of Grace. That undeserved favor. 

 

We sing about it from our hymnal:                                                       

America, America, God shed His Grace on thee…                                        

Our faith testifies to God’s Grace: We sing, Amazing Grace…      

Come Thou Fount of every blessing tune my heart to sing thy 

grace…          

Grace, Grace, God’s Grace, Grace that will pardon and cleanse 

within; Grace, Grace, God’s Grace, Grace that is greater than all 

our sin. 

 

We know the word and we love the application for ourselves. 

 

When we think about someone who deserves punishment… 

They probably do deserve to be punished but then so do we. 

 

That is the just penalty for sin before a holy God. It’s the reason for 

the Cross and the Grace of God. 

   

A British conference on comparative religions brought together 

experts from all over the world to debate what was unique, if 

anything, about the Christian faith in relation to other religions.  

   

Was it the idea that a god became a man? No, other religions had 

variations on that one. Even Greek myths were about gods 

appearing in human form.  

   

Was it the resurrection? No. The idea of the dead returning to life 

can be found in different ideologies.  

   



Was it heaven, life after death or an eternal soul? Was it love for 

your neighbor, good works, care for the poor or homeless? Was it 

about sin or hell or judgment? 

   

The debate went on for some time, until the famous author, C.S. 

Lewis entered the conversation.                                                         

 

In response to the question, what is Christianity's unique 

contribution among world religions. What is it that sets Christianity 

apart? 

   

“Oh, that's easy,” Lewis said. “It's grace.” 

Grace is unique to Christianity. 

 

Author Philip Yancey writes, grace, at its heart, is getting what you 

don't deserve, and not getting what you do.                                                            

 

The idea of God's love, coming to us free of charge, without strings 

attached, seems to go against every instinct within the human race.                             

 

The Buddhist eight-fold path, the Hindu doctrine of Karma, the 

Jewish covenant, the Muslim code of Law - they're all ways to try 

and earn approval.  

   

Only Christianity contends that God's love is unconditional. 

   

Since a Christian’s relationship with Christ is built on grace, we are 

to extend that grace to each other.                                                                                   

If we don’t we become like the ungrateful servant that Jesus talked 

about – the one who was forgiven much, but refused to turn around 

and forgive someone else. 

   

It is precisely at the place of our brokenness where grace is meant to 

be applied. That is what Jesus died for.   



Listen to the apostle Paul in Romans Chapter 5  (5:20-21 Living 

Translation) (NLT)   
20 God’s law was given so that all people could see how sinful they 

were. But as people sinned more and more, God’s wonderful grace 

became more abundant. 21 So just as sin ruled over all people and 

brought them to death, now God’s wonderful grace rules instead, 

giving us right standing with God and resulting in eternal life 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

                                                                  

We are given Grace that we might extend Grace. 

 

Once we adopt the notion that we have been offended or that a real 

wrong has been done to us, then we feel justified in our actions or 

attitudes and dare I say our comments.                                                                                           

 

Like we have a license to turn grace off. We don’t want to give that 

person another chance. A kind of “one-strike and you’re out” 

mentality.  

   

In truth, grace has no limit to the amount of strikes, and nobody is 

ever out. (Now that is not true at the College World Series, but 

that’s a game, and this is life the way God intends it to be lived),                                      

 

Not that we should condone the sin, or gloss over it because God 

doesn’t. 

 

But it is for our sin that Christ died. Grace is the power of the cross.             

 

C.S. Lewis wrote, “To be a Christian means to forgive the 

inexcusable, because God has forgiven the inexcusable in you.”  

   

 

You know what… that’s hard. No, it’s impossible without the 

Spirit’s help.  

 



Remember who you are and to whom you belong. 

 

      AMEN 
 

 


