
Message for June 18, 2017 

The Everlasting Father 

Joshua 24:14-15 Good News Translation (GNT) 

14 “Now then,” Joshua continued, “honor the LORD and serve him sincerely 

and faithfully. Get rid of the gods which your ancestors used to worship in 

Mesopotamia and in Egypt, and serve only the LORD. 15 If you are not willing 

to serve him, decide today whom you will serve, the gods your ancestors 

worshiped in Mesopotamia or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are 

now living. As for my family and me, we will serve the LORD.” 

A month ago we celebrated Mother’s Day, some celebrate Children’s Day, 

Siblings Day, Parent’s Day and Grandparent’s Day (one of my favorites) and 

then today… Father’s Day. (also my favorite) 

Trust me when I say I don’t shop etsy, but I went there to check in on culture. 

There were all kinds of gifts for dad: Tech gifts, sports gifts, custom gifts, 

handy gifts, beer gifts, keychains, personalized keychains, Gifts under $25, 

gifts under $50. Coffee mugs, T-shirts with funny sayings, ties, crazy socks, 

and funky boxers. The options are endless and you can have a lot of fun with 

dad. We usually don’t give those kinds of gifts to mom.  

Today is Father’s Day and was first celebrated in 1910, becoming a 

nationwide holiday, after moms received their special day. So here we are 

over 100 years later. 

Father’s Day is not always connected with the same kind of emotion that 

Mother’s Day brings. So is one parent more important, no I don’t think so. 

I recognize the fact that some of you may not have had a very close 

relationship with your dad. 

This morning we want to look at what constitutes a great dad. And we have 

the Everlasting Father as the model dad. 

The Bible gives us examples of human dads, some good and some bad. 

Let’s start with some NOT so good dads: 



Some of the not so great dads in the Bible 

1. Eli: He was a Godly man but a Permissive dad  

2. Samuel was an equal failure as Eli an obedient prophet NOT a great 

dad: 

3. David: The absentee dad. Loved his kids… just never involved with 

them.                                                                                                                                                                     

4. Manassah: On a scale of 1 to 10, 1 being the worst, Manassah was a 

minus 10. He sacrificed his children, literally.  

5. Ahaz, no better, worshipped idols and sacrificed his children.  

 

  

II. The best fathers of the Bible: 

1. Jonadab A Respected Father whose children obeyed him 

Jonadab gave commands to his sons and they obeyed him, and his 

commands were handed down to the next generation who did 

likewise.                                                  

2.  Job was involved with his children socially and prayed for them 

spiritually.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Annual family feasts were the invention of Job to keep the family 

close together. 

       He prayed for his children daily 

We don’t understand the impact we have on the next generation when 

we choose to connect with our sons and daughters.  

 

Charles Francis Adams, son of U.S. President John Quincy 

Adams was a diplomat to Great Britain, as had been his father 

and grandfather. On one occasion, he wrote this in his diary: 

"Went fishing with my son today--a day wasted." 

His son, Brooks, wrote this entry for the same day: 

"Went fishing with my father--the most wonderful day of my 

life." 

 

1. God is primarily and fundamentally a Father. 

a. A father teaches his children the things of God. Because in the 

end, nothing else will matter.            

 

I marvel at the fact that God trusts me with teaching and loving my children 

with that kind of input. A high calling and an awesome privilege.                                                                                                                                                               



We are called to love as Christ loved the church, and how did Christ love the 

church? 

He died for her. He died protecting her, rescuing her, saving her. 

I feel strongly about families, parenting and, maybe most of all, fathering. 

I believe deeply in the powerful and pivotal role of a husband and dad in 

relation to wives, moms and children.  

LOVE… God and your Family 

FOLLOW… The Father 

LEAD… The Child 

Being a dad is an honor, a blessing and a privilege. Being a dad is one of the 

hardest jobs. 

How to rise to the challenge. Be a father like our Heavenly Father. 

The Cross represents the greatest act of love – a Father has ever shown His 

children. 

1 John 3:1 Good News Translation (GNT) 

3 See how much the Father has loved us! His love is so great that we are called 

God's children—and so, in fact, we are… 

That one act forever defined fatherhood.  

The Cross is about God’s glory and loving our children as God loves us. 

Everything we need as fathers was accomplished at the cross.  

Our greatest teaching to our children will be found in the lives we live before 

them. 

A place where mercy and grace rule.  

Remember who you are and to whom you belong. 

     AMEN 

 


