
Message for June 10, 2018 

 

The Model Father 

 

1 John 3:1 The Message (MSG) 

3 What marvelous love the Father has extended to us! Just look at 

it—we’re called children of God! That’s who we really are. But 

that’s also why the world doesn’t recognize us or take us seriously, 

because it has no idea who He is or what He’s up to. 

I know this is not really Father’s Day, but…                                              

Happy Father’s Day a week early.  

I want to approach this message today not just for those who are 

dads but also for those who are sons and daughters.  

Mother’s Day tends to be more emotionally charged than Father’s 

Day.  

One person’s prison ministry involved making Mother’s Day cards 

available to the prisoners. Absolutely every card was taken. Come 

Father’s Day, not one Father’s Day card was taken to be mailed. 

Somewhere there is a breakdown.  

For some their dads were tender and loving and you had a great 

relationship with your dad…  and for others their dad was hard and 

emotionally absent.  

The text reminds us that even if our earthly dads were difficult and 

distant, your Heavenly Father is right with you and if you had a 

good relationship, your Heavenly Father is so much more. 

Dads in the Bible have a mixed report. Some good, some bad, some 

terrible. 

Adam passed this knowledge of God to his children. In the story of 

Cain and Abel in Genesis chapter 4 the boys knew enough about 



God’s promise that Abel chose to acknowledge God’s plan while 

Cain rejected it.                                                                                                 

Adam diligently taught his children. 

 

The building of the ark took many years to complete but Noah’s 

sons and daughters-in-law were right beside him. They could have 

chosen to walk away, but Noah, as a father, taught them about God 

and how to trust in Him.  

 

Abraham was known as a man of faith. He showed this great faith to 

his children through teaching and by example.                                                

Isaac learned much from his parents about trusting God and raising 

a family. Isaac’s sons were very different from one another. One was 

a hunter and the other enjoyed being at home.                                               

Though Isaac was not a perfect father he instilled a knowledge of 

God and the promise of a Savior.  

Fathers Today 

Take the challenge presented in the book of Proverbs to train your 

children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. Teach them 

about God while they are young. Help them learn godly wisdom 

while they are at home. Then when they are old they will look to 

God’s Word as a guiding light in their life.                                                            

 

If your children are already grown and out of the house you can still 

be a good father and grandfather or mentor to young people around 

you. You still have a job. Our culture needs Godly men like you. 

 

God created men and women in His image and so they are equal, 

but physically they are different. And their approach to children is 

often times different.                                                                         



The roles they play in each other's life and that of their children are 

not the same.                                                                                                      

Their roles must be distinct, or else each can then easily replace the 

other or be transformed or transitioned to the other.                                         

All to say moms and dads each bring something different to their 

children’s lives including their adult children’s lives. 

Dads teach your boys to honor women, starting with the women in 

your family. (Their mom and sisters)                                                                             

This not only teaches boys how to be real men, but it creates a 

nurturing environment for wives and daughters and reinforces a 

sense of self-esteem. 

Work hard at keeping the lines of communication open and 

especially as your kids get older,                                                                           

Whether they are 4 years old or 24 years old ask questions, be 

interested and do a lot of listening. 

Love them, so they know it. 

And that can make all the difference in the world. 

Dad’s follow the Father 

Love your children by leading them to the Father …be the one who 

introduces them to God; 

  

...a good father is… 

  

...one who knows that kids (no matter their age) have only one love 

language – time; 

  

Take the lead dads. It’s part of who we are, it’s our calling. 



Before entering into the promised land, Joshua becomes the successor to 

Moses. 

Joshua emphatically declares his intent and the intent of his family.  May this 

be our intent dads. 

 

Joshua 24:15 Living Bible (TLB) 
15 … decide today whom you will obey… as for me and my family, we will 

serve the Lord.” (we are going for it, both feet in, no reservations, we will be 

that Holy remnant who will love the Lord with all our heart, mind, soul and 

strength, and we will love our neighbor as our self) 

It doesn’t just happen by osmosis, be intentional in your own Christian walk, 

show your kids what that walk looks like, and pray for their salvation and 

ever deepening walk with Christ. 

This is way too important to leave to chance.   

Remember who you are and to whom you belong. 

 

     AMEN 

 

 


