
Message for May 6, 2018 

Search and Recovery 

Isaiah 61:1-3 GOD’S WORD Translation (GW) 

    The Spirit of the Almighty LORD is with me 

    because the LORD has anointed me 

        to deliver good news to humble people. 

    He has sent me 

        to heal those who are brokenhearted, 

        to announce that captives will be set free 

            and prisoners will be released. 
2     He has sent me 

        to announce the year of the LORD’s good will 

            and the day of our God’s vengeance, 

        to comfort all those who grieve. 
3     He has sent me 

        to provide for all those who grieve in Zion, 

        to give them crowns instead of ashes, 

            the oil of joy instead of tears of grief, 

                and clothes of praise instead of a spirit of weakness. 

They will be called Oaks of Righteousness, 

    the Plantings of the LORD, 

        so that He might display His glory. 

 

In the Gospel of Luke, Jesus quotes Isaiah 61 in the Synagogue at Nazareth. It 

reveals the essence of His ministry but more than that it also describes the 

basic ministry that He has passed on to us. 

Luke 4:18-21 The Message (MSG) 
16-21 He came to Nazareth where he had been reared. As he always did on the 

Sabbath, he went to the meeting place. When he stood up to read, he was 

handed the scroll of the prophet Isaiah. Unrolling the scroll, he found the 

place where it was written, 

God’s Spirit is on me; 

    he’s chosen me to preach the Message of good news to the poor, 



Sent me to announce pardon to prisoners and 

    recovery of sight to the blind, 

To set the burdened and battered free, 

    to announce, “This is God’s year to act!” 

He rolled up the scroll, handed it back to the assistant, and sat down. Every 

eye in the place was on him, intent. Then he started in, “You’ve just heard 

Scripture make history. It came true just now in this place.” 

For three years His disciples watched Jesus do ministry. 

And then He said… now you do it. Don’t worry I’m giving you the Holy Spirit 

so you can do it. I’m not leaving you alone. 

God wants His lost children found. 

And how do we do that? We go look for them. And we become part of 

Kingdom work. 

Jesus says in Luke 19: 

Luke 19:10 New Living Translation (NLT) 
10 For the Son of Man came to seek and save those who are lost.” 

God wants all His children home. 

This is the ministry that He has passed on to His church. 

We are to preach/teach, heal, deliver, comfort, rebuild and serve.  

Pray and ask God to use us. 

It’s God’s desire to search and recover those who are lost. 

To redeem and to restore His children. 

Some have walked away from Him, they need to be reminded where home is. 

Some feel broken, sometimes by the circumstances of life. 

Others need to feel loved, perhaps for the first time. 

Still others are desperate, or discouraged or depressed, and need comfort. 

These are the people the church is to “Search and Recover”.  



Nome, Alaska sits on the edge of the Bering Sea. Like many of the villages in 

the Artic, the ground is frozen and yet sponge-like tundra. 

Burying the dead is a real challenge. Sanitation landfills is unheard of. 

Garbage trucks do not haul off trash like they do in our community. 

That means that the typical front yard displays: broken washing machines, 

junked cars, old toilets, and unused scraps of lumber, metal and plastic. 

Sometimes tourists who see Nome in the summertime can’t imagine why these 

people live in the middle of all this debris, all this junk. 

What many of the visitors don’t consider is that for nine months out of the 

year, Nome sits under a heavy blanket of snow that covers the garbage. 

This little Iditarod community is a beautiful winter wonderland of pure white 

landscapes.  

The reality is that God’s grace and forgiveness covers the garbage in our own 

lives.  

The prophet Isaiah declares God’s message: 

Isaiah 1:18 GOD’S WORD Translation (GW) 
18 “Come on now, let’s discuss this!” says the LORD. 

“Though your sins are bright red, 

    they will become as white as snow. 

Though they are dark red, 

    they will become as white as wool. 

 

 

 Remember who you are and to whom you belong 

     AMEN 

 

 

 


