
Message for May 27, 2018 

In Need of Hope 

 

Numbers 21:4-9 GOD’S WORD Translation (GW) 
4 Then they moved from Mount Hor, following the road that goes to the Red 

Sea, in order to get around Edom. The people became impatient on the trip 
5 and criticized God and Moses. They said, “Why did you make us leave 

Egypt—just to let us die in the desert? There’s no bread or water, and we 

can’t stand this awful food!” 

6 So the LORD sent poisonous snakes among the people. They bit the people, 

and many of the Israelites died. 7 The people came to Moses and said, “We 

sinned when we criticized the LORD and you. Pray to the Lord so that He will 

take the snakes away from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 

8 The LORD said to Moses, “Make a snake, and put it on a pole. Anyone who is 

bitten can look at it and live.” 9 So Moses made a bronze snake and put it on a 

pole. People looked at the bronze snake after they were bitten, and they lived. 

The bronze serpent was God’s temporary means of salvation; Jesus is God’s 

eternal means of salvation. 

 

The Israelites showed little hope that God was going to provide for them. 

They had gotten themselves into real trouble with their gripping and 

complaining.                                                                                   

 

Not just against Moses but also against God. 

 

So they ended up bringing judgement upon themselves. They were dying of 

snake bite.  

It was their disobedience that created this problem and their disobedience 

that got them another lap around the dessert.  

 

In spite of their grumbling and complaining and impatience, they got this next 

part right. 



Look what happens, verse 7: 

 

7 The people came to Moses and said, “We sinned when we criticized the LORD 

and you. Pray to the Lord so that He will take the snakes away from us.” So 

Moses prayed for the people. 

Jesus referred to this account in the Gospel of John and clearly implied that 

the bronze serpent typified His being raised upon a cross. 

 

Our healing spiritually and physically comes from looking to and identifying 

with Christ crucified. 

 

Our Hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.  

 

Many people wake up every morning without hope. 

 

The Apostle Paul writes in the Book of Romans: 

 

Romans 12:12 New Living Translation (NLT) 
12 Rejoice in our confident hope. Be patient in trouble, and keep on praying.  

 

Prayer is a confession of our dependency that He is Almighty and we are 

human. 

 

What would have happened if the people had stopped and prayed instead of 

criticized? 

 

Prayer should be our first choice not our last resort. 

 

If we want change, we have to ask for it. 

If we want revival, we must call for it. 



But only by prayer. 

 

Martin Luther King said: To be a Christian without prayer is no more 

possible than to be alive without breathing.  

 

Corrie Ten Boom, survivor of the Holocaust puts it in perspective:   

 

When a Christian shuns fellowship with other Christians, the devil smiles.  

When he stops studying the Bible, the devil laughs. 

When he stops praying, the devil shouts for joy.  

 

 

Let me close with this historical account of when people, even a small group of 

Christians begin to pray: 

 

More than 100 years after the 1904 Welsh revival and more than 60 years 

after American evangelist Billy Graham preached at a London Crusade, 

which lasted 12 weeks, and at its height brought 120,000 people to Wembley 

Stadium in the rain, registering thousands of decisions to follow Christ. The 

United Kingdom is a spiritual shadow of its former self. 

 

The late minister and writer of Christian revivals, J. Edwin Orr has written, 

“The movement went like a tidal wave over Wales, in five months there being 

a hundred thousand people converted throughout the country.” 

Here is where secularists must be challenged if they think faith has no role in 

modern life. Again, Orr paints the picture: “The social impact was 

astounding. For example, judges were presented with white gloves, not a case 

to try; no robberies, no burglaries, no rapes, no murders, and no 

embezzlements, nothing.                                                                                                   

http://welshrevival.com/lang-en/1904history.htm
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2014/23-may/news/uk/sixty-years-on-billy-graham-s-london-crusade
http://jedwinorr.com/resources/articles/prayandrevival.pdf


I have a WOWT app on my iPhone so I can quickly check what’s going on in 

our community overnight. Crime is rampant. 

District councils held emergency meetings to discuss what to do with the 

police now that they were unemployed. In one place the sergeant of police was 

sent for and asked, ‘What do you do with your time?’ He replied, ‘Before the 

revival, we had two main jobs, to prevent crime and to control crowds, at 

football games, (soccer games). Since the revival started there is practically no 

crime. So we just go with the crowds.’ 

“The police sergeant was then asked, ‘What does that mean?’ The sergeant 

replied, ‘You know where the crowds are. They are packing out the churches.’ 

‘So how does that affect the police?’ ‘We have seventeen police in our station, 

but we have three quartets, and if any church wants a quartet to sing, they 

simply call the police station’.” 

During times of revival, the church is affected first but then the surrounding 

community reaps the benefits.  

Who knows, another revival?                                            

We live in serious times, so stay faithful and PRAY… 

Remember who you are and to who you belong. 

      AMEN 

 

 


