
Message for April 8, 2018. 

Follow Me… Start Living 

Matthew 8:18-22 The Message (MSG) 
18-19 When Jesus saw that a curious crowd was growing by the minute, he told 

his disciples to get him out of there to the other side of the lake. As they left, a 

religion scholar asked if he could go along. “I’ll go with you, wherever,” he 

said. 

20 Jesus was curt: “Are you ready to rough it? We’re not staying in the best 

inns, you know.” 

21 Another follower said, “Master, excuse me for a couple of days, please. I 

have my father’s funeral to take care of.” 

22 Jesus refused. “First things first. Your business is life, not death. Follow me. 

Pursue life.” 

What Jesus is saying is being His disciple will not always be easy. But what 

Jesus offers is the best life ever. 

The video we watched just a minute ago reminds us what God has in mind if 

we will receive it. 

It’s an invitation to come and follow Him. Receive the life and the blessings He 

has in store for you. Make Jesus your priority. 

He begins with a question:    Isaiah 55:1-3a New Living Translation (NLT                                                                                     

55 “Is anyone thirsty? 

    Come and drink— 

    even if you have no money! 

 

Then Isaiah says this: 

2 Why spend your money on food that does not give you strength? 

    Why pay for food that does you no good? 

Listen to me, and you will eat what is good. 

    You will enjoy the finest food. 



3 “Come to me with your ears wide open. 

    Listen, and you will find life. 

 

Don’t waste your life on things that will never satisfy you. Come and drink the 

Living Water, (Jesus) and you will find real life. 

Confirmands I am so glad to have spent these months with you. But here we 

are today.  

Actually, none of you are graduating today. Not because you failed. But 

because the word “Graduation” is a misnomer, it’s a contradiction.  

I have graduate degrees with letters after my name, I have the signed 

diplomas saying I have completed the programs, but I haven’t graduated.  

Now to be sure today is a milestone, it’s a sign you went through a class called 

confirmation, but this is just the starting.                                                                          

So in a way you haven’t really graduated either. This is a way for you to begin 

to pick up speed in your Christian walk, now you are walking a little faster 

because you went through confirmation. but you’re not there yet.  

Listen to how the Apostle Paul encourages us: 

1 Corinthians 9:24-26 New Living Translation (NLT) 
24 Don’t you realize that in a race everyone runs, but only one person gets the 

prize? So run to win! 25 All athletes are disciplined in their training. They do it 

to win a prize that will fade away, but we do it for an eternal prize. 26 So I run 

with purpose in every step…   

Confirmation helps you to pick up your speed because you have a race to run. 

Confirmation is not a final destination but a leg of the race. 

 

Matthew 5:3-10 The Message (MSG) 
3 “You’re blessed when you’re at the end of your rope. With less of you there 

is more of God and His rule. 

4 “You’re blessed when you feel you’ve lost what is most dear to you. Only 

then can you be embraced by the One most dear to you. 



5 “You’re blessed when you’re content with just who you are—no more, no 

less. That’s the moment you find yourselves proud owners of everything that 

can’t be bought. 

6 “You’re blessed when you’ve worked up a good appetite for God. He’s food 

and drink in the best meal you’ll ever eat. 

7 “You’re blessed when you care. At the moment of being ‘care-full,’ you find 

yourselves cared for. 

8 “You’re blessed when you get your inside world—your mind and heart—put 

right. Then you can see God in the outside world. 

9 “You’re blessed when you can show people how to cooperate instead of 

compete or fight. That’s when you discover who you really are, and your place 

in God’s family. 

10 “You’re blessed when your commitment to God provokes persecution. The 

persecution drives you even deeper into God’s kingdom. 

 

The Word of God is the focus. Know what it says, then do it. 

Cultivate your Relationships, you may be the friend that person needs. 

Always be Reaching outward. People need to see what God looks like and they 

will watch you. 

Now this is where Math comes in, the math you thought you would never use:                                                                                                

Multiplication thinking- telling your friends about God’s love and they in turn 

will tell others. Don’t hide it. 

Lastly, stay connected yourself. You need us, and we need you, and we all 

need God because we are part of His family. 

Remember who you are and to whom 

       AMEN 


