
Message For April 2, 2017 

CALLED… to Serve the Marginalized  

2 Corinthians 5:18-21 New Living Translation (NLT) 

18 And all of this is a gift from God, who brought us back to himself through 

Christ. And God has given us this task of reconciling people to him. 19 For God 

was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, no longer counting people’s 

sins against them. And he gave us this wonderful message of reconciliation. 
20 So we are Christ’s ambassadors; God is making his appeal through us. We 

speak for Christ when we plead, “Come back to God!” 21 For God made 

Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could be 

made right with God through Christ. 

Not only does the Bible use the word “ambassador” but it is also used in 

governments. Each country has an ambassador to another country.                   

That ambassador is a respected official acting as a representative of a nation. 

Sent to a foreign land, their role is to reflect the official position of that 

country.                                                                                                                                                         

Writing to the Corinthians, Paul says his own calling is that of an ambassador, 

and he urges all Christians to consider themselves ambassadors for Christ.  

This is a calling for every one of us. 

A Christian is appointed by Christ and we represent Christ and the Kingdom 

of God. 

To serve the marginalized, that is the unimportant, the unnoticed maybe in 

pain, the unassuming the overlooked, those who have been set aside and past 

by. Sometimes they are just the quiet ones.                                                         

They feel at a loss. A bit out of place. They have a need to belong, a part of 

God’s redeemed.  

They are the marginalized. 



The calling that the Ambassador has is to “reconcile” that person to Jesus 

Christ.  

The goal of the Ambassador is to represent Christ to another person and to 

help them to live out their life with Christ at work in their life.  

Abraham Kuyper has said there is not an inch of any sphere of life that Christ 

should not occupy. It all belongs to Him. 

So what does that mean… it is all about an ongoing investment into people’s 

lives.                                                                                                                                                                                   

It is about training and modeling as a means of serving.                                                                           

The calling is to teach people how to become followers of Christ. By 

continuing to bless and encourage others we are representing Christ. 

Growing in faith is something that can be encouraged, but ultimately faith 

must be owned personally.  

The writer of the book of Hebrews says: 

Once out of infancy, (spiritual infancy) they should no longer need to be fed, 

but instead be feeding others (Hebrews 5:11-13). 

We are to be learning is to have greater love toward others and increased faith 

for the task of serving them.                                                                                                      

As ambassadors of Christ we want to serve so that an active life of faith is 

stretched and encouraged.                                                         

As ambassadors we are investing in connecting people with God through 

prayer and the Bible, it puts you on the front lines for the cause of Christ.                                                                                                                                              

This is God the Father reconciling us through the blood of Jesus Christ His 

Son. Through reconciliation we are made right with God. 

Because of His grace, God refuses to hold our sins against us. 

That is great news, that is the power of the Gospel, and there is more… 



Not only are we reconciled through faith in Christ, but God also wants us to 

model the ministry of reconciliation to others by being His Ambassadors.  

That is our calling… to bring the message of reconciliation to those who are 

marginalized.  

Remember who you are and to whom you belong. 

 

      AMEN  

 

 


