
Message for Sunday, April 22, 2018. 

When Will It Happen 

 

Matthew 24:3 GOD’S WORD Translation (GW) 
3 As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, his disciples came to him 

privately and said, “Tell us, when will this happen? What will be the sign that 

you are coming again, and when will the world come to an end?” 

 

When will it happen… that the world will come to an end. 

 

Some think April 23rd.  TOMORROW. 

 

The Bible is very clear theologically that Jesus Christ will return to Earth at 

an undisclosed, future time known only by the Father in heaven.                                                      

 

One of the central teachings of Scripture is the imminent return of Jesus 

Christ to rapture His church. It is part of what we believe in our Christian 

faith. 

 

But Scripture also makes it clear that we do not know when the “second 

coming” begins to unfold.                                                                                                                                          

 

But here we are again with a new date,  — April 23, 2018 — being set.                                  

 

Predictions were set for September 23, 2017 and October 15, 2017. No end.                             

 

Do you remember when Christian leader Harold Camping made headlines in 

2011 for twice predicting that the world would end — and he got it wrong 

twice.                                                                                                                                                              

 

Some of his followers even sold their homes and spent their savings to tell 

people that judgement was coming soon. 

 



I have heard there have been some people who have hired people to watch 

their pets so they would not be left alone.  (The person who hired the dog 

sitter was assuming the sitter was not going anywhere.) 

 

Paul’s teaches there will be an end  

  

1 Thessalonians 5:1-3 GOD’S WORD Translation (GW) 

5 Brothers and sisters, you don’t need anyone to write to you about times and 

dates. 2 You know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in 

the night. 3 When people say, “Everything is safe and sound!” destruction will 

suddenly strike them. It will be as sudden as labor pains come to a pregnant 

woman…                                 

Peter says the same thing: 

 

2 Peter 3:10 GOD’S WORD Translation (GW) 
10 The day of the Lord will come like a thief. On that day heaven will pass 

away with a roaring sound. 

Matthew 24 says: “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the 

angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. As it was in the days of 

Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man” — and Mark 13 says the 

same. 

 

No matter how many times these predictions fail, there are those who are still 

determined to set dates.  

The Apostles all said: Live in the light not in the dark as we wait. 

I think it normal to look at world events and wonder if these are some of the 

signs mentioned in the Bible. But without setting dates, that would be saying 

far more than what the Bible says.          



What you believe about tomorrow determines how you live today. 

 

Obsessing over the end times isn’t the thing to do, but on the other hand, 

don’t ignore what’s happening around us, there are some things that are 

happening that the Bible said would happen.                                                                                                        

So we need to be aware.                                                                                                                                             

We have come full circle back to the video we watched this morning. Behind 

the music was the text from Psalm 139 verses 23 and 24: 

 

Psalm 139:23-24 GOD’S WORD Translation (GW) 
23 Examine me, O God, and know my mind. 

Test me, and know my thoughts. 
24     See whether I am on an evil path. 

        Then lead me on the everlasting path. 

 

What the Bible says is you won’t know the specific time and date, but live in 

the light and live holy lives.  

 

Remember who you are and to whom you belong 

 

      AMEN 

 

 
 

 


