
Message for April 21, 2019 

Sun Set to Son Rise 

Mark 16:2-4 New Living Translation (NLT) 
2 Very early on Sunday morning, just at sunrise, they went to the tomb. 3 On 

the way they were asking each other, “Who will roll away the stone for us 

from the entrance to the tomb?” 4 But as they arrived, they looked up and saw 

that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled aside. 

All four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) record the resurrection of 

Jesus.  

In Psalm 16, King David, 1000 years before prophesied the resurrection of 

God’s Holy One, the Messiah.  

That brings us right to this morning, Easter 2019. 

God has given us a new birth, It’s a day of celebration. 

A living hope through the resurrection of Jesus. 

We have been rescued from the darkness and brought us from despair.  

We have redemption and mercy and grace and forgiveness. 

We are a new creation, the old is gone, the new has come. 

This is a new day, because the grave is empty, and Jesus is alive. 

We all like the extraordinary, the things that don’t happen every day. 

We love to hear about things that go beyond what we could have even 

imagined. 

The things that seem to be impossible and yet happen. 

For many this is their approach toward God, a kind of too good to be true 

feeling. 

Broken, messed up, flawed people and the God of the universe directs His love 

toward us. And to top it all off, dies for us, comes to life again and then looks 

for us to come home. 

He died the death that we deserved so He could redeem us.  



What a remarkable love. He did it all for you. 

It deserves a response.  

 

In Luke chapter 15, Luke records a parable that Jesus taught: It’s 

called the “Prodigal Son” 

Parable, a story that represents a spiritual truth. 

 

I’m not going to read the text but I am going to tell you the story.                                                                                               

The story Jesus told goes like this: 

“A man had two sons. 12 The younger son told his father, ‘I want my share of 

your estate now before you die.’ So his father agreed.                              

 

He gets his money, he packed up moved a long ways away.                                      

He wasted all his money. No money, no friends. Had nothing to eat. 

 

The story says: When he finally came to his senses, he decided to go home. To 

take his chances with dad. Wasn’t sure what his dad would do.                                                   

The story tells us that while he was still a long way off, his father saw him 

coming. Filled with love and compassion, he ran to his son, embraced him, 

and kissed him.                                                            

 

On the long walk back home, the son practiced what he would say to his dad.                                                                                                   

Father, I have sinned against heaven and you, and I am no longer worthy of 

being called your son. 

But he didn’t get it out of his mouth, because the Father began to celebrate 

that his son had come home. 

So the party began. 



 

While Easter is a very special time in the church, it the beginning of the story 

of God’s desire to reach us.                   

He is Risen… This is the game changer. This changes everything. 

He came to heal the broken, the heaviness of sin, the hurting, the discouraged,  

To mend relationships between parents and their kids, to put marriages 

together, to fill the depth of loneliness. 

To offer peace to the betrayed and abandoned, comfort to the grieving and 

sick at heart, to give hope and purpose. 

By His wounds, we have been healed and given eternal life. 

This parable Jesus told is to illustrate how generous God is in forgiving 

sinners who repent. 

It’s Easter, The Son has Risen and The Father’s waiting! It’s time to come 

home! 

Remember who you are and to whom you belong 

     AMEN   


