
Message for April 14, 2019 

Riding Toward Jerusalem 

 

Matthew 21:1-11 New Living Translation (NLT) 

21 As Jesus and the disciples approached Jerusalem, they came to the town of 

Bethphage on the Mount of Olives. Jesus sent two of them on ahead. 2 “Go into 

the village over there,” he said. “As soon as you enter it, you will see a donkey 

tied there, with its colt beside it. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone 

asks what you are doing, just say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will 

immediately let you take them.” 

4 This took place to fulfill the prophecy that said, 

5 “Tell the people of Jerusalem,  

    ‘Look, your King is coming to you. 

He is humble, riding on a donkey— 

    riding on a donkey’s colt.’”  

6 The two disciples did as Jesus commanded. 7 They brought the donkey and 

the colt to him and threw their garments over the colt, and he sat on it. 

8 Most of the crowd spread their garments on the road ahead of him, and 

others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 Jesus was in 

the center of the procession, and the people all around him were shouting,  

“Praise God for the Son of David! 

    Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the LORD! 

    Praise God in highest heaven!”  

10 The entire city of Jerusalem was in an uproar as he entered. “Who is this?” 

they asked. 

11 And the crowds replied, “It’s Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

 

The other three Gospel writers included Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into 

Jerusalem, but we are going to focus on Matthew’s account. 

 

In the church calendar we look forward to the celebration of Christmas and 

the celebration of Easter. With Christmas we have a kind of countdown of the 

four Sundays before which we call Advent. 



When we come to Easter, we begin with Ash Wednesday, then the five 

Sundays called Lent, then Palm Sunday, that’s today, then we set aside the 

entire week prior to Easter, that we call Holy Week. 

There is the arrest of Jesus, the mock trial, crucifixion, burial and then 

resurrection Day, Easter! 

Jesus descends from the Mount of Olives towards Jerusalem, and the crowds 

lay their clothes on the ground to welcome him as he triumphantly enters 

Jerusalem.                                                                  

Christians celebrate Jesus' entry into Jerusalem as Palm Sunday. 

As Jesus journeys into Jerusalem, nothing can detract from this day. 

Throughout the ministry of Jesus, He had given a command to silence.                                                       

 

But not today, this day was different. There was no being quiet about 

welcoming the Son of David. Jesus even told the pharisees if the people were 

hushed, the stones would cry out. He was saying their hearts were as hard as 

the stones.   

As far as the people who lined the road shouting Hosanna:  

Did they really understand who He was, (1) king who would deliver them 

from their oppressors, kind of a political rally (2) some caught up in the 

emotion of the hour (3) there would have been some true believers (4) but the 

general impression was most of the people had no real heart interest in the 

Lord.    

                                                                                                                                   

In our culture, the significance of sacred days and times has been 

forgotten. We live our lives on the surface of activity.  

We surf and we scroll, we skim and we attach our own meaning over a 

body of information, but rarely dive into wisdom.                                                                                                                   

The story of Christ (a title that means "Messiah") is the story of God 

Himself coming to earth in the form of a human being, a man named 

Jesus, living the perfect, sinless life and then willingly going to the cross 

in order to die for the sins of the world. The Gospel in a nutshell.  

There are five days in this week that are set apart: 



It begins this weekend with Palm Sunday, and then includes Maundy 

Thursday, Good Friday, Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday. 

Maundy Thursday denotes when Jesus washed the disciples' feet during 

what is known as the Last Supper on the night He was betrayed. 

When Jesus washed their feet, He said, "A new command I give you: 

Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another" 

(John 13:34, NIV).                                      

Good Friday is the day we mark as the day Jesus was crucified. 

Sin is not good. Suffering is not good. But what Jesus did for us, what 

His death accomplished for us… that was good.                             

Good because He took on our sins and paid a debt that none of us could 

afford.                                                                                         

Holy Saturday, the day before Easter Sunday, marks the time of Jesus 

in the tomb. We are almost to resurrection Day.  

And then, of course, next Sunday… Easter. 

A day that so altered human history we are still talking about it, and 

celebrating it, more than 2,000 years later. 

And it all begins this weekend, with Palm Sunday, the day Jesus rode 

into Jerusalem. 

The excitement was greater than March Madness, or a national title, or 

Apple’s introduction of a new iPhone. Nothing even comes close. 

Palm Sunday is the celebration of Jesus that Jesus deserves. 



When the word "Hosanna" turned to "crucify." People were confronted 

with the weight and consequence of God. They had to choose: a tame 

God, or a real One. It’s the same with us. 

Tame God, Real God!  

This is Holy Week. 

Remember who you are and to whom you belong 

     AMEN 

 

 


