
Message for March 24, 2019 

Worship the Lord with Gladness 

Psalm 22:23-31 New Living Translation (NLT) 
23 Praise the LORD, all you who fear him! 

    Honor him, all you descendants of Jacob! 

    Show him reverence, all you descendants of Israel! 
24 For he has not ignored or belittled the suffering of the needy. 

    He has not turned his back on them, 

    but has listened to their cries for help. 

25 I will praise you in the great assembly. 

    I will fulfill my vows in the presence of those who worship you. 
26 The poor will eat and be satisfied. 

    All who seek the LORD will praise him. 

    Their hearts will rejoice with everlasting joy. 
27 The whole earth will acknowledge the LORD and return to him. 

    All the families of the nations will bow down before him. 
28 For royal power belongs to the LORD. 

    He rules all the nations. 

29 Let the rich of the earth feast and worship. 

    Bow before him, all who are mortal, 

    all whose lives will end as dust. 
30 Our children will also serve him. 

    Future generations will hear about the wonders of the Lord. 
31 His righteous acts will be told to those not yet born. 

    They will hear about everything he has done. 

This Psalm encourages us to worship God for His faithfulness. And 

for what He has done for us.  

Psalm 22 begins with the 4th word from the cross.  

Psalm 22:1a 

1 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 

 



Then verse 30 ends with these words:  

“…everything He has done”. Which is directly related to John’s 

account of the crucifixion where Jesus says: 

John 19:30 New Living Translation (NLT) 
30b …“It is finished!” Then He bowed His head and gave up His 

spirit. 

Throughout the Bible we are told to worship the Lord for all He has 

done, for His marvelous salvation: 

Praise is offered from the Great Crowd in Revelations: 

Revelation 7:9-10 New Living Translation (NLT) 
9 After this I saw a vast crowd, too great to count, from every nation 

and tribe and people and language, standing in front of the throne 

and before the Lamb. They were clothed in white robes and held 

palm branches in their hands. 10 And they were shouting with a 

great roar, 

“Salvation comes from our God who sits on the throne 

    and from the Lamb!” 

Christian worship involves praising God in music and speech, 

readings from scripture, prayers, a message, and sacraments. 

Worship is humbling our heart before God.                            

  

Worship is Love from the Heart 

Many people think that praise and worship is only singing songs at 

church, but it is so much more!                                                                                    

It is also a condition of your heart -- a willingness to exalt God and 

yield to His will. 

Don’t go on autopilot. Worship is not in stained glass windows, 

candles, or paraments, not in experiences, not in my favorite song or 



did it all go well, but in communion with the God who is present—as 

our Father.” 

                                                                                            

Worship is an expression of love and awe to the God who gives us 

more than we deserve.                                                                                                               

God is holy and worthy of all our worship and devotion. 

 

I think it ought to be fun to go to church. I imagine that sounds a 

little strange to a lot of people.                                                                             

 

But the Bible says to worship the Lord with gladness —                                    

 

“I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the 

Lord’” (Psalm 122:1 NLT). 

 

not out of boredom, sadness, or anger, or out of duty or because 

somebody made you, or out of guilt, or thinking, good, got that done 

for the week.  

                                                                               

Worship should renew your faith and restore your joy even when 

facing health issues, or financial burdens or discouragement or 

times of grief. 

 

We all know how the world can beat up on you, sometimes it’s a 

result of our own doing, a lot of times it’s just the circumstances.  

 

Worship is about the state of your heart, not the style of music. You 

can sing your heart out to your favorite worship music, but if your 

heart isn’t focused on God it’s meaningless.  

We want to always check our attitude when we come to church. 

Have we come to worship? 

https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/bible-study/10-things-you-should-know-about-the-lord-s-supper-from-1-corinthians.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/bible-study/10-things-you-should-know-about-the-lord-s-supper-from-1-corinthians.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ps+122:1
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ps+122:1


We never want to grieve the Spirit with selfishness but let Him work 

in your heart to bring something honoring to God. 

We want to worship God in spirit and in truth.                                                        

Revelation 7:12 New Living Translation (NLT) 

12 … “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 

    and thanksgiving and honor 

     and power and strength belong to our God 

    forever and ever! Amen.” 

Remember who you are and to whom you belong. 

    AMEN 

   

 

 


