
Message for March 11, 2018 

LIFE IN THE KINGDOM 

and God Likes Us 

 
Psalm 147:8-11 Good News Translation (GNT) 
8 He spreads clouds over the sky; 

    He provides rain for the earth 

    and makes grass grow on the hills. 
9 He gives animals their food 

    and feeds the young ravens when they call. 

10 His pleasure is not in strong horses, 

    nor His delight in brave soldiers; 
11 but He takes pleasure in those who honor Him, 

    in those who trust in His constant love. 

This is the fourth in a series called “Life in the Kingdom”. 

If you read the title this morning, it was not a typo. We often speak of the love 

of God. Perhaps one characteristic of God that is not mentioned a lot is that 

God not only loves you but He “likes” you. 

Does that mean we are buddy buddy with God, No. He is still God and we’re 

not.  

For many it is easier to say God loves you, He is God and that is what God 

does, but not much thought about God liking us. 

We need to communicate the message of God’s love and God’s like. 

People need a sense of God’s acceptance and His joy in our existence. 

 Many people are aware of the state of their lives. They know they are far 

from God and that they are not living the way they should and they want to 

do something about it. 

But if they turn to God they are afraid that it is like approaching the bench, 

facing the judge and receiving the death sentence. Thinking God really 

doesn’t like me. 



In Matthew chapter 9 Jesus calls Matthew to be His disciple. So, Matthew 

invites Jesus to his house for a little get together with many of his friends: 

other tax collectors, prostitutes and a host of sinners. 

Jesus was attending a dinner party that no religious leader would have ever 

considered attending. These folks were at the bottom of the cultural barrel. 

This group knew Matthew, they knew his reputation and it was no better than 

theirs. So why the attraction to this Rabbi? 

Because they were all used to being rejected by the religious groups. 

By showing mercy to one sinner, Jesus was surrounded by a lot of sinners. 

Because He loved them and because He liked them. 

Zephaniah 3:17b Good News Translation (GNT) 
17b    The LORD will take delight in you, 

    and in His love He will give you new life. 

He will sing and be joyful over you, 

What makes Him take delight in us, it’s when we choose to trust Him. He 

loves it. He wants us to totally count on Him. 

Have you ever wondered how Jesus could stand for and model an absolute 

holy life and yet tax collectors, and prostitutes, and robbers, and drunkards 

and sinners all wanted to be around Him? 

Jesus never winks at sin, He never redefines sin, or somehow minimize the 

consequences of sin. The standard is never moved, sin is rebellion.                                

The Bible never does a soft sell on sin. 

Does sin ever require discipline?  

 

 

Proverbs 3:11-12 New Century Version (NCV) 
11 My child, do not reject the LORD’s discipline, 

    and don’t get angry when He corrects you. 
12 The LORD corrects those He loves, 

    just as parents correct the child they delight in. 

It is to bring us to repentance and repentance is always redemptive. 



"God does not discipline us to subdue us, but to condition us for a life of 

usefulness and blessedness." — Billy Graham 

The Gospel is that God loves us. 

The Good News is also that God likes us, actually enjoys us and delights in us. 

God is our biggest fan. 

 

Remember who you are and to whom you belong 

 

AMEN 

 

 


