
Message from February 4, 2018. 

Experiencing God 

Mark 10:46-52 Living Bible (TLB) 
46 And so they reached Jericho. Later, as they left town, a great 

crowd was following. Now it happened that a blind beggar named 

Bartimaeus (the son of Timaeus) was sitting beside the road as Jesus 

was going by. 

47 When Bartimaeus heard that Jesus from Nazareth was near, he 

began to shout out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 

48 “Shut up!” some of the people yelled at him. 

But he only shouted the louder, again and again, “O Son of David, 

have mercy on me!” 

49 When Jesus heard him, he stopped there in the road and said, 

“Tell him to come here.” 

So they called the blind man. “You lucky fellow,” they said, “come 

on, He’s calling you!” 50 Bartimaeus yanked off his old coat and 

flung it aside, jumped up and came to Jesus. 

51 “What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked. 

“O Teacher,” the blind man said, “I want to see!” 

52 And Jesus said to him, “All right, it’s done. Your faith has healed 

you.” 

And instantly the blind man could see and followed Jesus down the 

road!  

 

The one common denominator in nearly every thriving 21st century 

church, young and old, is that the believers come together to 

experience God, not simply to talk about Him or to sing about 

Him… but experience Him. 

How does having a relationship with Jesus Christ affect: 



(1) My marriage 

(2) My relationship with my kids/parents 

(3) How I respond to those in authority 

(4) How I give my money 

(5) How I spend my money 

(6) How I respond to those in need. 

The Bible addresses every one of these subjects. 

In this story Bartimaeus, sitting along the road, waiting.  

Now it happened that a blind beggar named Bartimaeus (the son of 

Timaeus) was sitting beside the road as Jesus was going by. 

That’s his situation, sitting along the road. 

But look what happens next: when he heard Jesus was near he 

begins to call to Him.                                                                                              

Maybe it was the desperation in his voice that got Jesus’ attention, 

we’re not told, but there was no way Bartimaeus was going to let 

Jesus walk by.  

Bartimaeus wasn’t going to let anything stand in his way of getting 

to Jesus. Not content with being a bystander, he was determined to 

connect with Jesus. 

A person can become disengaged to the point of watching Jesus 

walk by, blind or not, it wasn’t going to happen to Bartimaeus. 

He would not be deterred from following Jesus. He once sat by the 

road but he was about to get on the road.  

Notice he flung off his coat, jumped up and started moving toward 

Jesus. This was a once in a life time opportunity that he didn’t want 

to miss. 

The people around him tried to silence him and to hold him back. 

But he wasn’t going to be denied, no matter what the crowds 

thought of him.  



When Bartimaeus uses the name “Son of David”, he is saying Jesus 

You are the Messiah. 

Now he is standing face to face with Jesus. There are no 

introductions, no small talk, just one question: vs 51-52 

51 “What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked. 

“O Teacher,” the blind man said, “I want to see!” 

52 And Jesus said to him, “All right, it’s done. Your faith has healed 

you.” 

The Gospel is about something good that happens to us. 

And then we simply want to share it with others. 

Instantly he could see and followed Jesus down the road! 

Your past does not define your future. We are the hands and feet of 

Jesus, pursue people with God’s love. We are all here to change 

lives. 

To impact others with the message of Christ. To impact our 

community. 

What are you created to do? Let’s do something for Him, that will 

bring Him Glory. Our time is always running out. We dare not 

waste it. 

 

When your dreams have all come true because you have dreamed 

too little. And we have lost our thirst for the waters of life, so 

content with life, we forget eternity… then disturb us Lord. 

Bartimaeus wasn’t going to let anything stand in his way of getting 

to Jesus. Not content with being a bystander, he was determined to 

connect with Jesus. 

A person can become disengaged to the point of watching Jesus 

walk by, blind or not, it wasn’t going to happen to Bartimaeus. 



He would not be deterred from following Jesus. He once sat by the 

road but he was about to get on the road.  

 

Remember who you are and to whom you belong. 

      AMEN 

 

 


