
Message for February 3, 2019 

 

Creeds, Sears, and Methods 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth; 

 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried;  

the third day he rose from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Some of us grew up with Sears. Kenmore washers and Craftsman tools, 

they were the products found in many homes. 

And Christmas, it always meant looking through the Sears catalogue and 

even marking things in the toy section. 

So different than scrolling through Amazon. Now if you never had the 

experience of shopping from a sears catalogue, I’m sure you can least see 

one in a public library in the archives.                                         

Sears Roebuck & Co. began in the 19th century as a mail-order business 

for selling such things as watches, then grew into a catalogue that sold 

everything.  



The combination of low prices and a huge selection proved effective. 

Then Sears moved into department stores.                             

Sears became the country’s largest and most powerful retailer.  

Sears even sold —cars and houses… everything. By the 1970s, 1 out of 

every 204 working Americans worked at Sears.                             

The publishing of their catalogue made them the nation’s largest 

publisher. 

This message isn’t about the history of Sears.                                                                                                 

What can churches learn from where Sears was to where it has ended 

up… the closing of one store after another.  

Here are at least 3 lessons:  

1.      Keep the Focus. 

Sears ventured into Discover cards and Coldwell Banker real estate, by 

diversifying they got distracted from their core business.  

What is the church’s “core business?” 

I think the Bible tells us. Share Christ with the lost. Bring the new 

Christian into the fellowship, disciple them, and then send out the new 

disciples.                                                                                     

All the time disciplining the already convinced. Because we all have a 

need to grow in our faith. 

2.      Leave the Building. 

Sears depended on malls. When malls began to decline – or at least when 

shopping diversified beyond the malls, not least of which by going online 

– Sears remained stuck to the malls. 



Sears was one of the anchor stores for a mall. I read just a few months 

ago that the Sears at Crossroads would be shutting its doors. Maybe they 

already have, I don’t know I don’t shop there.   

Sears is dying with the malls. (walking through a mall just before 

Christmas when shopping is at its peak, except many stores were closed. 

Here is a quick comparison? Amazon stock trades at more than $1000 a 

share; Sears for less than $10. 

Too many churches link methodology with orthodoxy. In other words, 

they are afraid to try new methods to reach the unreached. They get 

stuck in old methods.                                                    

Stuck in the mall. It’s a recipe for decline. As a church we need to get out 

of the building. The church needs to leave the building.  

We can guard methods as if they are doctrines. They aren’t. 

We never change the message, that’s why we started by saying the 

Apostle’s Creed together. But the method must always be adaptable.  

 

3.      Innovate… Innovate… Innovate… FAST. 

Sears advanced an idea called the “Sears Grand.”                               

The business plan was to compete with Walmart, but it came way too 

late.                                                                                                      

Sears added 10-20 stores per year. Walmart operates nearly 5,000 stores 

in the U.S. alone. 

And now we have online shopping? (Grocery stores are innovative, online 

shopping and delivery)  

 

 



 

Acts 2:41-42 New Living Translation (NLT) 
 

41 Those who believed what Peter said were baptized and added to the church 

that day—about 3,000 in all. 

42 All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and to 

fellowship, and to sharing in meals (including the Lord’s Supper), and to 

prayer. 

And then you know what those Christians did? They went back to their 

jobs, schooling, their neighborhoods and they told those around them 

about Jesus and with such a winsomeness, using examples from everyday 

life. 

Stay faithful to the message but use the method that communicates best.  

Remember who you are and to whom you belong. 

      AMEN 

 

 

 


