
Message for February 18, 2018 

LIFE IN THE KINGDOM 

Famous for their Faith 

Most people like it the other way around, they want to first see and then they 

will believe. 

The Apostle Thomas was a bit of a pessimist. He was the kind of person who 

always saw a glass as half empty. Courageous but also fatalistic.                                                                                                            

On Good Friday at the crucifixion Thomas losses all hope.                               

On Saturday he is in shock.                                                                              On 

Sunday he is so depressed that he doesn't meet with the other disciples for an 

evening meal.                                                                    Come Monday morning, 

the disciples tell Thomas they saw Jesus.                   

Then he saw Jesus for himself. Look how Jesus admonishes Thomas: (after He 

shows him the nail scared hands and the spear would in His side… 

 
27b   …Don’t be faithless any longer. Believe!” 

                                     John 20:27a New Living Translation (NLT)                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                   

And he did. 

Alyssa (the girl in the video) stated she knew her mom was present, but she 

just couldn’t see her and never had seen her.                                       

She was present with her because she helped her, she trusted in her presence, 

she knew she was there, but she couldn’t see her.  She had to trust. 

When we first come to Jesus we are spiritually blind, and then there is that 

point where we trust, we believe. And we confess like Thomas: “My Lord and 

my God” 

 

The writer of the Book of Hebrews helps us identify what faith is: 

 

 

 

 



Hebrews 11 Good News Translation (GNT) 

11 To have faith is to be sure of the things we hope for, to be certain of the 

things we cannot see. 2 It was by their faith that people of ancient times won 

God's approval. 

3 It is by faith that we understand that the universe was created by God's 

word…  

4 It was faith that made Abel offer to God a better sacrifice than Cain's. 

Through his faith he won God's approval as a righteous man…  

5 It was faith that kept Enoch from dying.                                               6 No one 

can please God without faith, for whoever comes to God must have faith that 

God exists and rewards those who seek him. 

7 It was faith that made Noah hear God's warnings about things in the future 

that he could not see.                                                                      

8 It was faith that made Abraham obey when God called him to go out to a 

country which God had promised to give him.                                    

11 It was faith that made Abraham able to become a father, even though he 

was too old and Sarah herself could not have children. He trusted God to keep 

His promise.                                                                          

13 It was in faith that all these persons died.                                                    23 It 

was faith that made the parents of Moses hide him for three months after he 

was born… and they were not afraid to disobey the king's order. 

30 It was faith that made the walls of Jericho fall down after the Israelites had 

marched around them for seven days. 31 It was faith that kept the prostitute 

Rahab from being killed with those who disobeyed God…  

32 Should I go on? There isn't enough time for me to speak of Gideon, Barak, 

Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel, and the prophets. 33 Through faith they 

fought whole countries and won. They did what was right and received what 

God had promised. They shut the mouths of lions, 34 put out fierce fires, 

escaped being killed by the sword. They were weak, but became strong; they 

were mighty in battle and defeated the armies of foreigners. 35 Through faith 

women received their dead relatives raised back to life. 



Others, refusing to accept freedom, died under torture in order to be raised to 

a better life. 36 Some were mocked and whipped, and others were put in chains 

and taken off to prison. 37 They were stoned, they were sawed in two, they 

were killed by the sword. They went around clothed in skins of sheep or 

goats—poor, persecuted, and mistreated. 38 The world was not good enough 

for them!  

Life in the Kingdom means living a life of faith. 

Nothing pleases God more than a steadfast faith in all that He is and promises 

to do.  

A couple of weeks ago I talked about blind Bartimaeus, the account is in Mark 

10. 

Jesus has just healed him of blindness and then He says:  

“Go, for your faith has healed you.” Instantly the man could see, and he 

followed Jesus down the road. 

The once blind man took the next step… he followed Jesus. 

I don’t know what step you need to take next, but I do know that you need to 

take it.                                                                                                                                   

For some the next step is to recognize their need for a Savior, and to make 

Jesus Lord of their life.     

For others it will mean humbling oneself to ask God for help in maneuvering 

through life. To restore relationships, to heal brokenness.                                                                                                                                                                                                    

To have boldness to live a faithful life. Do things that feed your soul.                                                                                          

For others, it may be to be baptized. Maybe you need to plug in at a deeper 

level.                                                                                                                                       

Learn to tithe, find your calling, invite a friend to church. I don’t know what 

your next step is, but… you have a next step.                                                                                                                              

God will never be finished taking you deeper in faith.                                                     



Lastly, don’t give up, set your focus and your faith on the unseen and eternal 

things of God. 

 

The Apostle Paul writes: 

 

2 Corinthians 5:7 New Living Translation (NLT) 
7 For we live by believing and not by seeing.                                                                      

                             Remember who you are and to whom you belong. 

     AMEN 

 

 

 


