
Message for February 11, 2018 

A Covenant Love 

 

God takes pleasure in your pleasure! 

Dress festively every morning. 

Don’t skimp on colors and scarves. 

Relish life with the spouse you love  

                                                   Ecclesiastes 9 

 

We were created for relationship. 

 

The Book of Ecclesiastes encourages us to live a Godly life.  

Meaning and fulfillment are found in a life lived in faithfulness and 

integrity toward God and others. 

 

How we live life in our relationships is to model to the world what 

God is like. He has put us on display so others can know Him.  

 

 

This is a call for a full and rich life. God doesn’t want us to skimp in 

our relationships.  

 

Love is something more than an emotion, (but it is that) it is 

something we actively pursue and are diligent about because love is 

the character of God and we are committed to loving because God is 

love. 

 

Listen to what the Apostle John writes: 

 

1 John 4:7-8 Living Bible (TLB) 
7 Dear friends, let us practice loving each other, for love comes from 

God and those who are loving and kind show that they are the 

children of God, and that they are getting to know Him better. 8 But 

if a person isn’t loving and kind, it shows that he doesn’t know 

God—for God is love. 



The basis for all human love should be covenant love. This is the 

metaphor of the Bible: 

 

A Covenant Love means: 

 

1) Commitment  

2) We’re in it together 

3) Better for worse 

4) Always and forever 

5) For a lifetime 

6) As Christ loves His bride 

7) Keeping love a priority 

 

So when we think of Valentine’s Day what comes to our mind is 

chocolates in a heart shaped box, cupids, flowers, dinner and a 

movie, and of course… love. 

 

If anything epitomizes Valentine’s Day it is love, and if anything 

characterizes our God, it is love, because God is love.   

 

The Bible tells us that God loved us long before we loved Him.  

 

Love is painful, and difficult and sacrificial. Christ demonstrated 

His love for us by dying on a cross that we might have life and that 

we might know what love is. 

 

The first video we watched is part of what love looks like, but a 

lasting love takes hard work but totally worth it.   

 

                                                                                                                        

Jeremiah 33:2-3 The Message (MSG) 
2-3 “This is GOD’s Message, the God who made earth, made it livable 

and lasting, known everywhere as GOD: ‘Call to me and I will 

answer you. I’ll tell you marvelous and wondrous things that you 

could never figure out on your own.’ 



 

One of the church’s great theologians was fond of referring to 

marriage as “the school of character.” That’s because marriage, by 

its very design, will teach us things like vulnerability and humility--

that is, if we’ll only commit ourselves to becoming attentive and 

teachable students. 

"These are the ones I look on with favor: those who are humble and 

contrite in spirit, and who tremble at my word" (Isaiah 66:2). 

 

"God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble" (James 

4:6). 

 

The lessons we need to learn aren’t always easy. Yet they’re 

profoundly rewarding. 

 

And God has promised to be our Counselor, Guide and Greatest 

resource. Call on Him!  

                                                                                                    

Isaiah 30:19b New Living Translation (NLT) 
19b   He will be gracious if you ask for help. 

    He will surely respond to the sound of your cries. 

 

How we live life in our relationships is to model to the world what 

God is like. He has put us on display so others can know Him.  

 

 Proverbs 5:15 Good News Translation (GNT) 

15 Be faithful to your own wife and give your love to her alone.  

 



Talk through issues, work to remain friends with your marriage 

partner. One of the great gifts of marriage is to be best friends and 

lovers. 

 

Actress Cameron Diaz made it clear that she is content to be – a 

serial dater.                                                                       

 

“I think the big misconception in our society is that we’re supposed 

to meet the one when we’re 18, and we’re supposed to get married 

to them and love them for the rest of our lives.  

  

  

“Who would want to be with the same person for 80 years?” she 

added. “Why not break it up a bit...I think people get freaked out 

about getting married and spending 20 or 30 years with the same 

person.”  

 

“The Song of Solomon” is the greatest marriage manual ever 

written. But it is not just for married people, it is a way to teach our 

children, to direct the person who is dating, the one married for 10-

20-50 plus years. 

 

In marriage, everything you do counts. 

 

Remember who you are and to whom you belong. 

 

 

     AMEN 

 


