
Message For January 8, 2017 

Truth 

John 18:31-32 

Last week the topic was “God loves to make things new, including us”. 

And that at the end of 2017 we don’t want to look back and find that we 

haven’t progressed in our spiritual life and that we are at the same place we 

were at the end of 2016. We want to grow in our faith and God is willing to 

help to make it happen.   

Next Sunday we’ll explore how we can draw closer to God. How do we 

position ourselves to grow spiritually? What needs to happen? How to feed 

our own soul and how to live a balanced life. 

We are not talking about New Year’s resolutions but rather at what level of 

commitment do we want to live our life. 

John 8:31-32 New Living Translation (NLT) 

31 Jesus said to the people who believed in him, “You are truly my disciples if 

you remain faithful to my teachings. 32 And you will know the truth, and the 

truth will set you free.” 

The promise is to those who desire to make Jesus Christ the Lord of their life. 

They will know the truth and that truth will set them free. 

 The truth Jesus is talking about “knowing” is the truth about God, Christ 

and the Spirit, about God’s love, and about sin, and repentance, and His plan 

of salvation.  

When Jesus was on trial for His life…He tells us He is here to testify to that 

Truth. John’s Gospel sets the scene: He is standing before Pilate for 

questioning: 

John 18:37-38a New Living Translation (NLT) 

37 Pilate said, “So you are a king?” 



Jesus responded, “You say I am a king. Actually, I was born and came into 

the world to testify to the truth. All who love the truth recognize that what I 

say is true.” 

38 “What is truth?” Pilate asked.  

Good question. But Pilate then walked out not waiting for the answer. 

Blaise Pascal, French mathematician, physicist, and Christian philosopher 

and apologist from the 17th century writes: 

Truth is so obscured nowadays and lies so well established that unless we love 

the truth we shall never recognize it.  

On the church and culture front, it's an old story: Some churches are in 

decline, while others are on the rise. 

A new study now concludes that the reason some churches decline while 

others grow is largely based on their theological beliefs.                                                                                                

Members and clergy of declining churches blame changes in society leading to 

dropped interest in religion. 

The reality is that growing churches hold more firmly to traditional Christian 

beliefs and are more diligent in such things as prayer and Bible reading.                                

They tend to take the Bible at face value as truth, and believe that God is alive 

and active in the world. 

If we water down our faith in order to have it match the world's values and 

ideals, then we end up having nothing to offer the world that it does not 

already have. 

What is most compelling in a post-Christian world is a message with 

conviction, one that is clear and challenging and filled with hope. 

… "theology matters." 

Christian Apologist, Ravi Zacharias says this: 



“It is interesting that the media, which flirts with untruths, and the academy, 

which never hesitates to replace absolutes by postmodern relativism, have 

come together to give our culture a new word, Their explanation was not so 

much that they were coining a new word as that they were affirming a 

reality—a truth about the way we coddle the lie, the ultimate self-defeating 

statement.” 

And what is the new word for 2016 according to the Oxford Dictionary? 

“Post-truth”                                                                                                                                                                            

It doesn’t mean that all truth is relative, but that truth takes a back seat to 

emotion. In other words, how a person feels is more important than what is 

actually true. 

It’s visceral… relating to deep inward feelings rather than the intellect. 

So we now live in a “post-truth” culture where misremembering is normal.                                                  

Andrei Sakharov, who gave the Soviets the atomic bomb, said before he died: 

“I always thought the most powerful weapon in the world was the bomb. I 

have changed my mind. The most powerful weapon in the world is not the 

bomb. It is the truth.” 

The Scriptures tell us that professing ourselves to be wise we have actually 

become fools; that the lie, by which we live, in turn, only leads us to death. 

But for the follower of Jesus, there is hope; it is that hope expressed in the 

verse known by more people than any other verse but still not believed by all: 

John 3:16 New King James Version (NKJV) 

16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 

whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 

Jesus said, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will 

know the truth, and the truth will set you free” (John 8:31-32).                                                                                                     

The grace of God is our only hope that enables us to live by the truth.                                                                                                                               

No culture can survive without this. “Thy word is truth and abides forever.” 

Remember who you are, and to whom you belong.         AMEN 


