
Message for January 7, 2018. 

Creating Expectations 

Keep on seeking 9 “And so I tell you, keep on asking, and you will receive what 

you ask for., and you will find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened 

to you. 10 For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who seeks, finds. And to 

everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. 

11 “You fathers—if your children ask for a fish, do you give them a snake 

instead? 12 Or if they ask for an egg, do you give them a scorpion? Of course 

not! 13 So if you sinful people know how to give good gifts to your children, 

how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who 

ask Him.”                               Luke 11:9-13 New Living Translation (NLT) 

 

Happy New Year! 

 

This is the time of year when most people are creating expectations for the 

coming 12 months.                                                                                                          

They're making resolutions to improve specific areas of their lives— to get 

healthier, advance your career, put order in your finances and spending 

patterns, and improve relationships with family, friends, and maybe 

specifically with God. 

The video was presented in a humorous way, but we all know what the not-so-

subtle message was: You are going to fail and the only way you can honestly 

deal with this is to continually lower your sights… way low. Commit your 

goals only to your imagination.    Maybe next year. 

 

All three of these words: asking, seeking and knocking are imperatives and 

tells us these actions are to be ongoing. Keep on asking… don’t stop seeking… 

and always keep knocking. 

If faulty human parents can meet the needs of their children and not trick 

them and give them something that would be harmful, then HOW MUCH 

MORE can we expect our Heavenly Father to meet our deepest spiritual 

needs and give to us the gift of the Holy Spirit.   



Our primary needs are spiritual. Our relationship with God through the 

Spirit gives to us the assurance that He will meet our Spiritual as well as our 

material needs.  

What we see in these verses is a Father – child relationship.  

Why would you think your Heavenly Father would do less? As a matter of 

fact our Heavenly Father will far exceed our expectations. Create higher 

expectations. This makes for effective prayer. 

Effective prayer is what makes effective change to take place in our lives.  

Prayer holds the key to a changed life. 

John 15:5-7 New Living Translation (NLT) 
5 “Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in 

them, will produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing. 
6 Anyone who does not remain in me is thrown away like a useless branch and 

withers…                                                                              

We have to stay connected to God, and the best way is through prayer.                                                   

7 But if you remain in me and my words remain in you, you may ask for 

anything you want, and it will be granted!  

 

James 1:5 New Living Translation (NLT) 
5 If you need wisdom, ask our generous God, and He will give it to you.                                                        

1 John 3:22 New Living Translation (NLT) 
22 And we will receive from Him whatever we ask because we obey Him and 

do the things that please Him. 

What John is doing here he is connecting obedience to answered prayer. 

The prophet Jeremiah tells God’s people 

Jeremiah 29:12-13New Living Translation (NLT) 
12 In those days when you pray, I will listen. 13 If you look for me 

wholeheartedly, you will find me.  

It’s God who listens to the heart that wants more of Him.  



The Scriptures are saturated with teachings and examples and encouragement 

regarding the power of prayer. And how prayer changes things. 

Why did Jesus pray? One reason He prayed was as an example so that we 

could learn from Him. The Gospels are full of references to the prayers of 

Christ. Here are some examples: 

• "After He had dismissed them, He went up on a mountainside by 

Himself to pray." –Matthew 14:23  

• "Then Jesus went with His disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and 

He said to them, 'Sit here while I go over there and pray.'" –Matthew 

26:36  (He had His community of faith with Him, but He needed alone 

time with the Father) 

• "Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the 

house and went off to a solitary place, where He prayed." –Mark 1:35 

(His prayer closet in nature) 

• "But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed." –Luke 5:16     

(I don’t know of anyone who had a busier ministry schedule than Jesus 

but He just needed to be alone with the Father) 

• "One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and spent 

the night praying to God." –Luke 6:12  

One more verse as Jesus is modeling the importance of prayer: 

The story of an unjust judge and a persistent widow. Jesus is exhorting us to 

never give up… Here is how Luke sets the story. 

Luke 18 New Living Translation (NLT) 

18 One day Jesus told His disciples a story to show that they should always 

pray and never give up.  

This last week we went to see a docu-drama called “Darkest Hour” There 

were many in the British Parliament wanted Winston Churchill to make 

concessions with the German dictator, because Europe was being overrun and 



yet he refused and encouraged his British citizens with the words: Never, 

Never, Never give up. 

Pray even when things do not look like they will ever change. Pray for the 

changes that need to be made in your own life. Relationships, live healthier, 

better hold on finances, What about spiritual needs, the Lord is willing to help 

us make those changes as well. 

Be consistent and persistent in your prayer life.  And above all: Never, Never, 

Never give up. 

Remember who you are and to whom you belong. 

     AMEN 

 

 


