
 
Message for January 28, 2018                                                                         

 

God’s Mission… Our Calling 

 

Joshua 1:5-9 New Living Translation (NLT) 
5 No one will be able to stand against you as long as you live. For I will be with 

you as I was with Moses. I will not fail you or abandon you. 

6 “Be strong and courageous, for you are the one who will lead these people to 

possess all the land I swore to their ancestors I would give them. 7 Be strong 

and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the instructions Moses gave you. 

Do not deviate from them, turning either to the right or to the left. Then you 

will be successful in everything you do. 8 Study this Book of Instruction 

continually. Meditate on it day and night so you will be sure to obey 

everything written in it. Only then will you prosper and succeed in all you do. 
9 This is my command—be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid or 

discouraged. For the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.” 

The most viral verse viewed on our devices is the text I just read, or least part 

of it… verse 9. 

9 This is my command—be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid or 

discouraged. For the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.” 

The most popular Bible app that you can add to your phones, iPad, lap tops, 

desk tops is… called YouVersion.    

The Bible app has been downloaded in every country, growing the most last 

year in Angola (up 733%), Mozambique (243%), Slovakia (235%), and India 

(228%). Downloads accelerated just as fast in areas that are friendly to 

Christianity (131% in Brazil) as those that are more hostile (155% in Iraq).                                                          

Their annual reports tells us that millions of users engaged the Bible the last 

12 months and guess what? This single verse in Joshua was the most shared, 

bookmarked or highlighted verse in 2017. 

Certainly, there are many times we need to be encouraged and to hang in 

there. 



How many times do we need to be strong and to have courage?        

When studying Scripture always be aware of the context: this verse is about a 

specific mission given by God, to a specific man named Joshua. That’s not to 

say that some general principles can’t apply but this verse was written to a 

man named Joshua, that’s not our name. 

Three times God says, "be strong and courageous." And God was very 

specific about where that strength and courage should be applied.  To God’s 

Mission.                                                                                                          

Joshua was to be strong and courageous as he led the people and as he obeyed 

God's word.                                                                                                  

You can't just read yourself and your situation into every passage, every story 

in the Bible.                                                                                             

This is about God's call to Joshua to take the Promised Land.  

The personal application to our life is that we can always be strong and 

courageous that God will be with us when we pursue His mission, obey His 

word and remain steadfast in our calling. 

What’s God’s mission today? In the last chapter of Matthew, in the last 3 

verses we find His mission and we all have a call to fulfill it. 

We call it the Great Commission!  

Matthew 28:18-20 Living Bible (TLB) 
18 He told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and earth. 
19 Therefore go and make disciples in all the nations, baptizing them into the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and then teach 

these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you; and be sure of 

this—that I am with you always, even to the end of the world.”                        

Christ tells us to go into the world and take it with the Gospel message of 

Christ.  

It’s God’s Mission and we have been called to be a part of it. 

Remember who you are and to whom you belong. 

        AMEN 


