
Message for January 27, 2019 

 
Plan of Action 

 

"After this, 3 enemy nations united to attack King Jehoshaphat. Spies told 

him, 'A huge combined army is marching to Jerusalem right now to defeat 

you!' Scared and worried, King Jehoshaphat resolved to seek the Lord, and 

he announced a nationwide fast. So everyone came together to fast and pray 

and seek help from God. When they all got to the Temple in Jerusalem, the 

king stood up and prayed aloud."  2 Chronicles 20:1-5 

The main character in 2 Chronicles chapters 17 – 20 is a King named 

Jehoshaphat. 

 

The country of Israel had split. Israel to the North and Judah to the South.                                                                           

                                 

And the reason they split was basically over taxes. 

Jehoshaphat was King of Judah, the southern kingdom.  

 

Jehoshaphat reigned from age thirty-five and reigned for twenty-five years. 

He spent the first years of his reign fortifying his kingdom against the 

Kingdom of Israel.                                                              

But what he was most noteworthy of was his zeal in suppressing the idolatrous 

worship of the "high places".     (Baal worship, Asherah) 

Draw near to God, delight in His ways, and Godliness will flourish. 

 

2 Chronicles 17:6 New Living Translation (NLT) says 
6 He was deeply committed to the ways of the LORD. He removed the pagan 

shrines and Asherah poles from Judah.                                                                        

Now Judah and its capital Jerusalem are being invaded. That’s the setting.                                                                                                                   

It’s some recorded history of God’s people, but it’s so much more than merely 

a history lesson.  That’s our focus, what can we glean? What is the application 

as we watch this story unfold? 

I think first and foremost this text is about having a plan, and the right kind 

of plan if it’s going to work. 

Let’s go back to the text: 



"After this, (1) 3 enemy nations united to attack King Jehoshaphat. Spies told 

him, 'A huge combined army is (2) marching to Jerusalem right now to defeat 

you!' (3)  Scared and worried, King Jehoshaphat (4)  resolved to seek the 

Lord, and he announced a (5)  nationwide fast. So everyone came together to 

fast and pray and seek help from God. When they all got to the Temple in 

Jerusalem, the king (6) stood up and prayed aloud."                    

                                                      2 Chronicles 20:1-5 

 WE want to pray for a breakthrough, we need an answer 

• Focus on God, NOT on our problem  

 

"Jehoshaphat was afraid, so he set his face to seek the Lord."                                 

2 Chronicles 20:3a  

• Remind yourself of GOD'S Greatness  

 

"O Lord, Are you not the God who is in heaven? You rule over 

every kingdom and nation. You are so powerful and mighty that 

nothing and no one can defeat you!"                                                                       

2 Chronicles 20:6           

• Remind yourself of His unlimited power (Remember He is 

Omnipotent. 

"And God, DID YOU NOT drive out those who tried to keep us from 

living here when you brought us back home?"                                                        

2 Chronicles 20:7a 

• Speak God’s Promises back to Him  

 

"And also, DID YOU NOT give this promised land to your friend 

Abraham's descendants, to be theirs forever?"                                                       

2 Chronicles 20:7b 

• Ask God to answer your prayer  

 

"Our enemies want to destroy us. WILL YOU NOT stop them from 

defeating us?" 2 Chronicles 20:10-12a   

 



"Lord, we are powerless against this mighty army that is coming to 

attack us and we don't know what to do BUT we are looking to 

you for help." 2 Chronicles 20:12b  

• Look what happens next: It becomes a family affair: 

 

"Then all the men of Judah stood before the Lord, waiting with their 

wives and young children and even babies."              2 Chronicles 20:13  

Whatever it is that is coming at you in life, adopt the same Plan of Action: If 

its Health concerns, emotional distress, broken relationships, financial needs, 

spiritual help.  

• Listen to what God has to say… And specifically, to you:  

 

"This is what the Lord says to you: 'Do not be afraid or discouraged… 

For the battle is not yours, but God's!' 

                                                       2 Chronicles 20:15b  

Now here is God’s personal invitation to pray: 

 

Psalm 50:15 New Living Translation (NLT) 
15 Then call on me when you are in trouble, 

    and I will rescue you, 

    and you will give me glory.” 

 

Learn to call on the Lord, instead of trying to fix it.  

Now does this mean you never have a part to play… no. 

But it does mean that the first thing we are to do is:   

 

“Call on the Lord... PRAY!”                                                                                 

 

That’s what Jehoshaphat did.   

 

Make that your “Plan of Action” 

 

                                       AMEN 

 

 

Remember who you are and to whom you belong 


