
Message for January 20, 2019 

Finishing The Race 

Acts 20:24b GOD’S WORD Translation (GW) 
24 Paul says: …I want to finish the race I’m running. I want to carry out the 

mission I received from the Lord Jesus—the mission of testifying to the Good 

News of God’s kindness. 

Later in the Book of Romans, Paul makes his declaration about the Gospel. 

Romans 1:16-17 New Living Translation (NLT) 
16 For I am not ashamed of this Good News about Christ. It is the power of 

God at work, saving everyone who believes—the Jew first and also the 

Gentile. 17 This Good News tells us how God makes us right in His sight. This 

is accomplished from start to finish by faith. As the Scriptures say, “It is 

through faith that a righteous person has life.” 

 

The substance of his message was spiritual. He proclaimed the true God and 

His Son, Jesus Christ.                                                                             

He declared that in repentance everyone should turn to God and in faith 

submit to the Messiah (20:21).                                                            

Paul testified concerning the “good news” of the grace of God by means of 

obedience to the gospel. 

Having finished his third missionary journey, Paul was making his way 

toward Jerusalem, hoping to get there in time for Pentecost.  

Sailing southward in the Aegean Sea the apostle came to the seaport 

community of Miletus.  

Since Paul was going to be in Miletus for a few days he asked the leaders of 

the church in Ephesus to meet with him.                                                                                                                  

For three years he had ministered alongside these fellow believers at Miletus. 

 



He wasn’t sure what was ahead of him, but he wanted to meet with them. 

This is the only time in the book of Acts that Paul met with only a Christian 

audience. ( He was an evangelist, and was always wanting to rub shoulders 

with the “not yet believers” so he could share Jesus with them.)                                                                                                        

What he had to say to this church was personal:                                                                     

He charged them to move forward in the ministry God had called them to 

even though he wasn’t going to be with them.                                                                                                                

He exhorted them to grow in their faith.                                                           

Don’t give up hope and don’t waver in what you had been taught and don’t 

under any circumstance surrender anything to the enemy. 

New Living Translation (NLT)  

1 Thessalonians 5:14b New Living Translation (NLT) 
14 …Encourage those who are timid. Take tender care of those wo are weak. 

Be patient with everyone. 

 

Paul looked at his congregation, reminding them that they are purchased by 

Christ’s blood, and that he had a high regard for them. He wanted God’s best 

for them. 

Paul says… 

“I commend you... to the word of His grace,” 

12 years ago, this July we were appointed to Maplewood. (12 years is a little 

unusual in the itinerant system of the Methodist church. 

How grateful we have been for these 12 years.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/New-Living-Translation-NLT-Bible/


On that first July Sunday morning I told you that it takes A year to get use to 

a pastor, 2 years to get over it. You’re over it.  

 

One of the first things we did when we arrived was to walk through the 

church and classrooms anointing doorposts of the interior as well as the 

exterior doors. 

Claiming this place as holy and these people as God’s treasure. That the 

ministry would be fruitful, and we would all grow in our faith and then share 

it with others. 

Over the years we have prayed for you by name or by congregation. 

I have baptized your children, confirmed your kids, married some of you and 

walked with many of you as you buried your loved ones. 

And to weekly declare the truth of Scripture.  

But after June 30th of this year I will no longer be your pastor. 

Thank you for giving me this privilege.  

And lastly… 

Remember who you are and to whom you belong. 

   AMEN 

 

 


