
Message from January 1, 2017 

God Loves to Make Things New 

2 Corinthians 5:17-21 New Living Translation (NLT) 

17 This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. 

The old life is gone; a new life has begun! 

18 And all of this is a gift from God, who brought us back to himself through 

Christ. And God has given us this task of reconciling people to him. 19 For God 

was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, no longer counting people’s 

sins against them. And he gave us this wonderful message of reconciliation. 
20 So we are Christ’s ambassadors; God is making his appeal through us. We 

speak for Christ when we plead, “Come back to God!” 21 For God made 

Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could be 

made right with God through Christ. 

 

The Old Year has become the New Year.  2016 has turned to 2017 

Where God reigns – new things happen in our lives. 

Jesus came to make things new – 

New disciples, new life, God says I will give you a new heart and put a new 

spirit in you.                                                  

Jesus didn’t just come to make you a better person, He came to make you a 

new creation. Reborn and transformed,                                                                                                                 

So that we can Live life with purpose—pursuing God with passion setting 

your affections on things above, Take on and live out this radical new life 

which has been purchased just for us at a great price. 

Born a new in Christ Jesus. Old things passed away and now all things are 

new. 

Our failures don't have to define us. It all depends on how we respond.  

Don't forget that the vast majority of biblical heroes failed spectacularly at 

one point or another. In the world’s eyes… they were losers.                                                                



What set them apart was their refusal to let these failures define them. Instead 

of becoming angry and disillusioned with God, they repented and turned to 

God. And once they did, He turned losers into winners. 

When we repent and ask for His forgiveness… the slate is wiped clean… The 

list of sins are all deleted.                                                        

No matter what we've done or where we find ourselves—and no matter if our 

scars and failures have been self-inflicted or innocently obtained—                                                                

Obedience.  This is the essential trait of discipleship. It's always important. It’s 

the one thing that is always “in Vogue” with God. It's the one thing that 

proves we know and love Jesus, and it's the ultimate goal of the Great 

Commission. 

It's also important in the middle of spiritual warfare.  

 

There's no time for hesitation we claim God’s Word as Truth.                                                                   

In the spiritual realm the enemy is not only jockeying for position but the 

destruction of our souls. 

                                                                                                                                                                      

Solomon writes about obedience in the Book of Proverbs when he says:    

Proverbs 3:5-6 New Living Translation (NLT) 

5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart; 
    do not depend on your own understanding. 
6 Seek His will in all you do, 
    and He will show you which path to take. 

                                                                                                                                     

And that kind of obedience doesn't come naturally. It has to be learned and 

then put into practice.                                                                                                                                                        

 

The key to success is found in trusting God, every time.  

Joshua 1:8 New Living Translation (NLT) 



8 Study this Book of Instruction continually. Meditate on it day and night so 

you will be sure to obey everything written in it. Only then will you prosper 

and succeed in all you do.  

Humble people are broken over their own sin, more concerned with honoring 

God than arguing about what they deserve, and try—by the grace of God –to 

stay focused on the gospel. 

Get your focus -- quit looking behind start looking head 

Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. 

If you are continually looking behind you cannot see where you are going. 

If you are ever going to move on to new things in Christ you must learn that ... 

You Trust… You Obey and You move forward. 

Hymn writer nailed it when he wrote “Trust and Obey”   

1. When we walk with the Lord in the light of His Word, 

What a glory He sheds on our way! 

While we do His good will, He abides with us still, 

And with all who will TRUST AND OBEY.  

o Refrain: 

TRUST AND OBEY, for there’s no other way 

To be happy in Jesus, but to TRUST AND OBEY. 

                         

If you are going to get anywhere in your spiritual life you must understand 

that God is offering us not what we deserve but rather His Grace... 

The prophet Jeremiah wrote two books in the Old Testament: 

 The Book that bears his name… Jeremiah 

 The following Book… called Lamentations 

So from Lamentations we read: 

Lamentations 3:22-23 English Standard Version (ESV) 

22 The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; 

    His mercies never come to an end; 
23 they are new every morning; 

    great is Your faithfulness. 



Remember who you are and to whom you belong. 

Happy New Year…. AMEN 

 

 


