
Message for December 9, 2018 

 

Waiting and Listening 

 

Psalm 42:1-3 Living Bible (TLB) 

42 As the deer pants for water, so I long for you, O God. 2 I thirst for 

God, the living God. Where can I find Him to come and stand 

before Him? 3 Day and night I weep for His help, and all the while 

my enemies taunt me. “Where is this God of yours?” they scoff. 

This generation of students is challenged with health issues – like 

anxiety and depression – more than any generation on record. 

It’s up to us to ensure that the next generation doesn’t lose hope. 

Remind them that no matter how bad things seem today, there are 

better days ahead. (This is not a message on teen suicide, but much 

could be said of this pandemic) But a message about HOPE that 

applies to all of us. 

Hope is the one indispensable ingredient for every human being.  

There are the highs and lows, the mountain tops and the valleys in 

every life. But it is our hope that carries us through. 

The Apostle Paul writes this in the Book of Romans: 

Romans 5:5 New Living Translation (NLT) 
5 And this hope will not lead to disappointment. For we know how 

dearly God loves us, because He has given us the Holy Spirit to fill 

our hearts with His love. 

Hope is connected to God’s incredible love for us. At times we still 

experience the silence of God. 



The experience of the silence of God is real. Many of us have felt 

it. Times when we cry out to God, and there seems to be no 

answer. We pray, pouring out our hearts, only to hear the words 

that we speak but without a reply. 

Many of us mistake God’s “no’s” for silence. Or His “not 

yets.” But the easiest one to miss, but perhaps the most 

important to be aware of is when we’re experiencing “deep 

calling to deep.” 

Psalm 42 is about someone who is hungering for a word from 

God. He is going through a difficult time, a season where he has 

been calling out to God for help.   

It seems as if God is silent, so that those around him say, 

“Where is this God of yours that you pray to?”   

But notice how the Psalmist responds to his own dilemma and 

what he goes on to write –      

4-5 Take courage, my soul! …Why then be downcast? Why be 

discouraged and sad? Hope in God!  

6 Yet I am standing here depressed and gloomy, but I will meditate 

upon Your kindness… (My focus is going to be on You Lord, not my 

situation)                                                                                                         

The psalmist comes to see that there is no silence – there’s just 

an answer coming from God that’s deeper than words. God is 

present, and speaking, but what He’s saying isn’t resting on the 

surface waters of life. 

Psalm 42:7 New International Version (NIV) 
7 Deep calls to deep 

    in the roar of your waterfalls; 

all your waves and breakers 

    have swept over me. 



When God seems silent… It is a season where deep is calling to 

deep.  

When you go through seasons where God’s answers do not come 

quickly see it as an opportunity to grow deeper into Him, where 

your hope expands. 

It’s worth the silence, even if it is uncomfortable, as you wait for 

the voice of God. 

Every quarter we have a “24-hour prayer vigil”. The word 

“vigil” means waiting. What are we waiting for: For the Lord to 

answer.  

Don’t always fill your prayers up with words. Wait and listen. 

Psalm 42:1-2a Living Bible (TLB) 

42 As the deer pants for water, so I long for you, O God. 2 I thirst for 

God, the living God. 

Remember who you are and to whom you belong. 

 

      AMEN 

 

 


