
Message for December 30, 2018 

Christmas Is Not Over  

Luke 2:8-20 The Message (MSG) 

8-12 There were sheepherders camping in the neighborhood. They had set night watches 

over their sheep. Suddenly, God’s angel stood among them and God’s glory blazed around 

them. They were terrified. The angel said, “Don’t be afraid. I’m here to announce a great 

and joyful event that is meant for everybody, worldwide: A Savior has just been born in 

David’s town, a Savior who is Messiah and Master. This is what you’re to look for: a baby 

wrapped in a blanket and lying in a manger.” 

13-14 At once the angel was joined by a huge angelic choir singing God’s praises: 

Glory to God in the heavenly heights, 

Peace to all men and women on earth who please him. 

15-18 As the angel choir withdrew into heaven, the sheepherders talked it over. “Let’s get 

over to Bethlehem as fast as we can and see for ourselves what God has revealed to us.” 

They left, running, and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in the manger. Seeing 

was believing. They told everyone they met what the angels had said about this child. All 

who heard the sheepherders were impressed. 

19-20 Mary kept all these things to herself, holding them dear, deep within herself. The 

sheepherders returned and let loose, glorifying and praising God for everything they had 

heard and seen. It turned out exactly the way they’d been told! 

 

It’s 360 days till Christmas, but who’s counting? 

Some Christmas traditions are a little unusual:                                                                                

What other time of year do you sit around staring at a dead tree in your living room                         

or eating candy out of your socks.                              

For many people right after Christmas seems a bit anticlimactic.  

And for those it may seem that Christmas is over. The presents have all been opened and 

the decorations are starting to come down.  

After Epiphany Sunday, the little stable will disappear, trees will be taken apart or thrown 

out, decorations will be packed in tubs and stored in attics. Candles on the Advent wreath 

won’t be lit. 



The sanctuary will look different after January 6th.  

But despite all these outward changes, “Christmas Is Not Over”. 

Christmas is not over, it’s never over, but it stands as a reminder of God’s salvation in 

becoming flesh and blood giving His life for our eternal life.   

So every year we read Luke’s account of the birth of the Christ Child in Bethlehem, the 

choir of angelic beings, and the shepherd’s visit to the manger. 

Those shepherds didn’t think Christmas was over, this was just starting for them, and 

Mary kept thinking about all that happened, wasn’t over for her either.                                                                                         

We reflect on the Savior’s arrival… as God’s plan of redemption begins to unfold.                                                                                                               

How many times have you heard the Christmas story?  

Many of you could come up here today and tell the story. That’s how familiar it is to you. 

You have heard sermons, you have prayed, you have sung carols you have heard the truth 

of Scripture.                       

The manger reminds us that God has entered human history through a baby, but He is all 

grown up. 

Thirty some odd years later and six miles north just outside Jerusalem Christ hung on a 

cross paying the sin debt for you and me. The reason for the baby in the manger. 

   

There are some things about the Christmas story that are almost beyond explanation:                                                                                                                          

A virgin teenager gets pregnant.                                                                                                     

Visits by angels.                                                                                                                                         

The trip to Bethlehem but there’s no room.                                                                                         

God born in a stable.                                                                                                                        

Incredible… the extent God goes to in revealing His love. 

You have heard this story so many times… 

God gave himself for us. He was born as one of us so that each of us might be born again 

into the family of God.                                                      

Christian author, C.S. Lewis, in The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe from the Narnia 

series 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/4790821


“Aslan is a lion- the Lion, the great Lion." "Ooh" said Susan. "I'd thought he was a man. 

Is he-quite safe? I shall feel rather nervous about meeting a lion"..."Safe?" said Mr. Beaver 

..."Who said anything about safe? 'Course He isn't safe. But He's good. He's the King, I tell 

you.”  

Make no mistake about it…He IS GOOD but He is NOT safe! 

Following Jesus doesn’t EVER lead to a safe, comfortable & predictable life.                                                                                                  

• If you are going to follow Jesus, you are going to upset some people, probably a lot of 

people. They aren’t going to understand.  (Matthew 10:34-36!) 

• He will ask for you to change. (Luke 19:1-10)—and you won’t ever be the same.  

• He will challenge you to always put Him first. He’ll never settle for second place.  

• You are going to have to lay some things down, like bad attitudes, selfishness, and your 

favorite sins, but He’ll offer you freedom.  (Mark 1:18!) 

• He’ll want to be in charge of every area of your life. Nothing will be off limits.                                   

• You will hear His voice, so listen for it, you’ll begin to recognize it. (John 10:4). 

• You will be given abundant life…and you’ll inherit eternal life. your life will take on 

meaning and you’ll have purpose. (John 10:10.) 

• For some, this is the hard one, because in culture it doesn’t make sense… If you are 

going to follow Jesus, you are going to have to surrender your resources. And that 

means your money, among other things. (Matthew 6:19-24) 

• When you are His disciple you will care about people because He deeply cares for 

people.                                 . 

 

19 So wherever you go, make disciples…                                                     

Jesus is good—but He isn’t safe. 

Christmas isn’t over. 

Remember who you are and to whom you belong. 

     AMEN 


