
Message for December 10, 2017 

The House of Bread 

Micah 5:2 Living Bible (TLB) 

2 “O Bethlehem Ephrathah, you are but a small Judean village, yet you will be 

the birthplace of my King who is alive from everlasting ages past!” 

The one that Micah is telling us about is of course, Jesus the Messiah.  

 

Micah is giving us a very straightforward, uncomplicated version of what God 

is up to as we watch Salvation History play out in our world.  

In the simplest of terms the Book of Micah tells us what it means to live out a 

life of Godliness which stands in contrast to contrived religiosity. The prophet 

prepares us for the Christmas story.                                             

 

“What comes to your mind when you think of the Christmas story?” 

  

Number one answer?  “The movie.” 

  

We are talking the 1983 “You’ll shoot your eye out, kid” tale from 1940’s 

Indiana of a nine-year-old boy’s desire for a Red-Ryder BB-Gun.                                                                                                                                  

                                                                                  

But I am reminded that while it is a Christmas story, it is not the Christmas 

story. 

  

For that we need to return to the little town of Bethlehem. 

In the opening stanza, of Phillips Brooks writes:  “...yet in thy dark streets 

shineth the everlasting light...” The people of Bethlehem are oblivious to the 

significance of what is taking place, and in that little town a light is shining.                                                                                                                    

An everlasting light, who will one day say: “I am the light of the world.” 

“O Holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 

cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today. 

O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel.”                                                         



Phillips Brooks (the author of the carol) was the Rector of Holy Trinity 

Church in Philadelphia and later Boston.                                                                                                                                                       

Following the end of the Civil War–he went on a tour of the Middle East. And 

he found himself, on Christmas Eve in 1865, in Jerusalem.                      

Then riding through the streets of Bethlehem, he records in his diary, 

“Before dark we rode out of town to the field where the shepherds saw the 

star. Somewhere in those fields the shepherds must have been keeping watch 

over their flocks.                                                                                     

And so the carol O Little Town of Bethlehem came into being. 

Three locations are brought to light in this carol:                                            

Bethlehem, heaven, and our hearts. 

Bethlehem…  

The major feature of this carol is of course the identification of Bethlehem as 

the chosen birthplace of the Messiah, in whom all “the hopes and fears of all 

the years” were to be focused.                                                                                         

Bethlehem means–‘beth’ is the Hebrew word for ‘house’ and ‘lehem’ is the 

Hebrew word for ‘bread’. It's the ‘house of bread. It's Bethlehem, it's the 

“bread basket” of Judea. 

It’s where the Bread of Life would be born. 

Heaven.  

And here Phillips Brooks speaks about the angels. He says in the second 

stanza: “For Christ is born of Mary; and gathered all above, while mortals 

sleep, the angels keep their watch of wond’ring love.”  

And Brooks does something very interesting in this second stanza: because in 

the Scriptures it is the shepherds who are keeping watch over their flocks by 

night.                                                                                                        



But Brooks is meditating on the shepherds in the fields on that Christmas Eve, 

and he thinks to himself, ‘There are others also who are watching but they are 

seeing a bigger picture.                                                                                                        

Angels and archangels, and cherubim and seraphim; and Michael and 

Gabriel; and they are watching the unfolding of God's plan of redemption.’ 

Our Hearts.  

There's Bethlehem, there's heaven, and there's our hearts.                            

“O Holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today.” 

The real point of the incarnation is that He has come to save us from our sins,  

Remember who you are and to who you belong. 

 

                          AMEN 

 

 


