
Message for November 5, 2017. 

"Why did Jesus have to die?" 

 

John 14:6 New Living Translation (NLT) 

6 Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the 

Father except through me. 

 

Jesus is the way to God that you have been looking for. 

He is the Truth that you have searched for. 

He is the Life that you have longed for. 

 

When we ask a question such as this, we must be careful that we are not 

calling God into question. To wonder why God couldn’t find “another way” to 

do something is to imply that the way He has chosen is not the best way and 

that some other method would be better. Usually what we perceive as a 

“better” method is one that seems right to us. Before we can come to grips 

with anything God does, we have to first acknowledge what the prophet Isaiah 

wrote:  

Isaiah 55:8 New Living Translation (NLT) 

8 “My thoughts are nothing like your thoughts,” says the LORD. 

    “And my ways are far beyond anything you could imagine. 

 

The Divine does not think like mortals. We are the finite God is Infinite. He is 

the Creator we are the created. Our DNA is different. 

                                                                                                                                          

In Deuteronomy 32:4 we are reminded who God is:                                                                       

Deuteronomy 32:4 New Living Translation (NLT) 

4 He is the Rock; His deeds are perfect. 

    Everything He does is just and fair. 

He is a faithful God who does no wrong; 

    how just and upright He is! 

 

The plan of salvation He has designed is perfect, just, and upright. 

 

The punishment for sin is death. 



 

God created earth and man perfect. But when Adam and Eve disobeyed 

God’s commands, He had to punish them.                                                                              

 

A judge who pardons law-breakers isn’t a righteous judge. Likewise, 

overlooking sin would make the holy God unjust.                                                                   

 

Death is God’s just consequence for sin. “For the wages of sin is death” 

(Romans 6:23)                                                                                                                   

 

Compared to His goodness, “All our righteousnesses are as filthy rags” (Isaiah 

64:6b). “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23).  

 

The promise required an innocent death. 

 

Although God banished Adam and Eve from the garden, He didn’t leave them 

without hope of heaven.                                                                                                         

 

He promised He would send a sinless Sacrifice to take the punishment they 

deserved (Genesis 3:15). God Himself provided the only sacrifice (Jesus) who 

could atone for the sins of His people.                                      

 

God’s perfect Son fulfilled God’s perfect requirement of God’s perfect law.  

 

The Apostle Paul writes: 

2 Corinthians 5:21 New Living Translation (NLT) 

21 For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin,[a] so 

that we could be made right with God through Christ. 

Listen to how the translation in the Message writes it: 

2 Corinthians 5:21b The Message (MSG) 

21 …In Christ. God put the wrong on Him who never did anything wrong, so 

we could be put right with God. 

 

Our sins were judged on the Cross of Calvary, My sins, Your sins. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+5%3A21&version=NLT#fen-NLT-28859a


The prophets foretold Jesus’ death. 

The holy God cannot let sin go unpunished. To bear our own sins would be to 

suffer God’s judgment in the flames of hell.                                                                        

He kept His promise to send and sacrifice the perfect Lamb to bear the sins of 

those who trust in Him.                                                                                                     

 

Jesus had to die because He is the only one who can pay the penalty for our 

sins. 

In Matthew 16, Jesus asks His disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of 

Man is?” 

“Some say John the Baptist,” they replied, “others say Elijah, and others 

Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 

Jesus then goes from asking information to asking for conviction. 

“But who do you say that I am?” 

Peter, James, John the rest of you, what do you think…Who am I?                 

“Who is Jesus?”  Answering this question correctly is itself an act of worship.  

Jesus is equal with the Father and fully God means He can forgive us.                                

In Mark 2 the first 12 verses: While Jesus is teaching, four guys lower a 

paralyzed man through the roof so Jesus could heal him.                                                

He begins by first forgiving the man’s sins, then He heals him physically.                     

The religious leaders present said: Hey, “Only God can forgive sins.” And 

then they realized what Jesus had just said. He is telling them He is God.  



Jesus is also fully human so He can serve as our High Priest, He became like 

us in every respect, as Hebrews 2:17 says. To redeem Adam’s race, the Last 

Adam had to belong to it. 

We can answer just like the Apostle Peter: “You are the Christ, the Son of the 

living God,”  

The One who died for the sins of the world. 

Remember who you are and to whom you belong. 

    AMEN 

 
 


