
Message for November 4, 2018 

 

Hope that doesn’t Disappoint  

 

Romans 5:1-5 New Living Translation (NLT) 

5 Therefore, since we have been made right in God’s sight by faith, we have 

peace with God because of what Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us. 
2 Because of our faith, Christ has brought us into this place of undeserved 

privilege where we now stand, and we confidently and joyfully look forward 

to sharing God’s glory. 

3 We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for we know that 

they help us develop endurance. 4 And endurance develops strength of 

character, and character strengthens our confident hope of salvation. 5 And 

this hope will not lead to disappointment. For we know how dearly God loves 

us, because He has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with His love. 

 

Free Range parents… encouraging kids to function independently, with 

minimal supervision. 

 

Tiger Parents… strict and demanding, push and pressure their kids. 

 

Helicopter Parents… hover over head, overseeing every aspect of their child’s 

life. 

 

Lawnmower Parents… mow down any challenge, discomfort or struggle a 

child might face. 

 

These are all parenting categories. You may have heard of some of these, 

or maybe all of them.                                                                                                                                           

What I want to share with you today really isn’t about parenting 

although if you have children in your home, you may be able to glean 

some insight. 

I want to describe these parenting labels: Helicopter, Free-range, Tiger 

and Lawnmower parenting, and then relate them to all of us, not as 

parents, but as a Child of God.                                                                                                          



Because “Lawnmower parents.” Is the most recent of parenting labels, 

that will be our springboard.                                                                                  

The idea of “Lawnmower Parents” has taken hold because of a viral post 

from an online community for teachers, it goes like this: “In raising 

children who have experienced minimal struggle, we are not creating a 

happier generation of kids. We are creating a generation that has no idea 

what to do when they actually encounter struggle.”  

This teacher shared a story of “being called to the office, expecting to 

retrieve a student’s forgotten meal money or inhaler. Instead, a sheepish 

parent in a suit was dropping off an expensive water bottle after repeated 

texts from a child. Even though Water fountains existed throughout the 

school building.” 

The problem is not about a parent’s willingness to help a child succeed. 

“The problem,” says the Editorial Director for WeAreTeachers.com, 

“comes from a parent’s repeated efforts to eliminate any and all struggle 

so that children are ill-equipped when they grow up and life inevitably 

goes sideways.”  

Listen to this account: A Christian couple actually considered becoming 

atheists because they had difficulty conceiving a child. They did conceive, 

but because they had difficulty, they began to doubt the existence of a 

loving God.                                                                                                                  

None of us want to diminish that heartache. But when we elevate such 

things to a spiritual crisis, which leads to the rejection of faith altogether 

shows a very weak and shallow faith.                                                                              

It results in the belief that we are somehow entitled to a problem free life. 

and should be immune from suffering or difficulty or ever be challenged. 

And if we do run into such a wall, we shake our fist at God in either 

doubt or anger. Or we wallow in self-pity or it becomes an opportunity to 

draw close to God. 



Suffering involves having what you do not want and wanting what you do 

not have. 

How we deal with suffering is strongly linked to our perspective on God 

and our attitude about His dealings in our lives.                                                                     

In life our pain is often what has developed us, strengthened us, allowed 

us the ability to grow. And that’s what the Apostle Paul is saying, ... even 

in our suffering we can move to a place of hope in Christ.  

Corrie ten Boom who endured the horrors of Ravensbruck, the infamous 

Nazi concentration camp for women. (You can read her story in her 

biography The Hiding Place.) After her imprisonment, Corrie traveled 

throughout the world, telling her story of suffering in the context of a 

faith in God. For 33 years following Ravensbruck, she never had a 

permanent home. When she was 85 years old, some friends provided her 

with a lovely home in California. It was a luxury she never dreamed she 

would have. One day, as a friend was leaving her home, he said, “Corrie, 

hasn’t God been good to give you this beautiful place?”  

She replied firmly, “God was good when I was in Ravensbruck, too.”  

Life is sometimes very hard, and painful and sometimes doesn’t make 

sense.  

Jesus did not exempt Himself from suffering, so He really does 

understand us when we suffer. 

This side of heaven suffering is hard to understand but we continue to 

trust Him. Even when situations or circumstances change in this life, our 

hope is anchored in Jesus Christ and His comfort. 

Paul writes in 2 Corinthians:   

2 Corinthians 1:3-4 New Living Translation (NLT) 
3 All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is our merciful 

Father and the source of all comfort. 4 He comforts us in all our troubles so 



that we can comfort others. When they are troubled, we will be able to give 

them the same comfort God has given us.   

Remember who you are (even in your troubles) and to whom you belong 

 

     AMEN 

 

 


