
MESSAGE FROM NOVEMBER 27, 2016 

DARKNESS AND LIGHT 

 

1 PETER 1:3-5 ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION (ESV) 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to His 

great mercy, He has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance that is 

imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who by God's 

power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in 

the last time.  

 

As we light the first candle of Advent, the candle of Hope… 

 

The Apostle Peter speaks about a “Living Hope”.  

 

A living Hope is one that never dies because of the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

This Hope is not wishful thinking or based on positive vibes. 

It is a living hope because it is built on the life, death and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ. 

  

Not wishful thinking or I hope so or I think so but a living hope. 

 

The Living Hope that leads us to an inheritance that is:                                                                                                                                    

imperishable                                                                                                                                                                 

undefiled                                                                                                                                                                 

and unfading 

 

Is there hope for:                                                                                                        

Our Marriage                                                                                                                                     

when we are depressed                                                                                                                                  

for addictions                                                                                                                                         

justice in our world                                                                                                                                         

for the widows and orphans                                                                                                 

acceptance                                                                                                                                

facing sickness                                                                                                                                     

in need of forgiveness                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Is there Hope for a future 

 



Even in the darkness there is Hope 

 

Listen to the Apostle Paul’s encouragement. 

He writes in Romans 5: 

 

ROMANS 5:1-5 NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION (NIV) 

5 Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with 

God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by 

faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we boast in the hope of the 

glory of God. 3 Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we 

know that suffering produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and 

character, hope. 5 And hope does not put us to shame, (doesn’t disappoint) 

because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy 

Spirit, who has been given to us. 

There are times in life where we find ourselves praying even in the dark. 

If you find yourself there even know, you are in good company. 

 

JOB PRAYED IN THE DARK. His Hope did not waver even when he didn’t 

understand what was going on around him.                                                                       

 

His friends adding to the confusion.                                                          

 

DAVID PRAYED IN THE DARK. The young shepherd boy is anointed as 

Israel’s second king but has to flee to the Judean wilderness to escape Saul 

death threats.                                                                                

 

Running for his life, David could only wonder what was going on as he prayed 

in the dark. 

                                                                                                                                                            

ESTHER FASTED AND PRAYED IN THE DARK. Knowing that not only 

was her life at risk but also the genocide of her people.    

                                                                                                                                           

Holding on to the Hope that ultimately God would have the final say, she 

continued to pray in a dark time.                                                                                                                  

 



DANIEL PRAYED IN THE DARK. Now part of the Babylonian captivity, 

still hanging on to the Hope that his God knew the situation and had a plan.                                                                                                                               

 

Even as Daniel prayed in the darkness of culture he continued to walk in the 

light.                                                                                             

 

Many are familiar with Jonah and the great fish. JONAH also PRAYED IN 

THE DARK, QUITE LITERALLY!                                                                                                      

 

Even in our darkness, we cry out to our Heavenly Daddy. Help us. 

 

HUDSON TAYLOR ACCOMPLISHED INCREDIBLE THINGS IN HIS 

MINISTRY TO CHINA.                                                                                                

IN THE PROCESS HE LOST TWO WIVES AND NUMEROUS CHILDREN 

TO DISEASE AND UNSANITARY CONDITIONS.  

 

AT THE END OF HIS LIFE HE EXPRESSED THE STRENGTH OF HIS 

BELIEF WHEN HE SAID, "I CANNOT READ; I CANNOT THINK; I 

CANNOT EVEN PRAY; BUT I CAN TRUST."  Our Hope is in Him! 

 

WHEN THERE IS NOTHING LEFT TO HOLD ON TO, TRUST IN THE 

LORD WITH EVERYTHING YOU HAVE. KNOW THAT YOU ARE NOT 

ALONE.                                                                                              

 

WHEN WORDS FAIL YOU, SIT AND ALLOW JESUS TO PRAY IN YOU. 

KNOW THAT GOD SHARES WITH US THE DARKEST MOMENTS.                                                                     

 

TRUST AND HOLD ON Even in our DARK places, GOD is present working 

for our good and His Glory.  

             

                Remember who you are, and to whom you belong. 

 

        AMEN 

 

 
 

 


