
Message for November 19, 2017 

Your New Life… Now Grow 

Colossians 3:10-15 Living Bible (TLB) 

10 You are living a brand-new kind of life that is continually learning more 

and more of what is right, and trying constantly to be more and more like 

Christ who created this new life within you. 11 In this new life one’s nationality 

or race or education or social position is unimportant; such things mean 

nothing. Whether a person has Christ is what matters, and he is equally 

available to all. 

12 Since you have been chosen by God who has given you this new kind of life, 

and because of His deep love and concern for you, you should practice 

tenderhearted mercy and kindness to others. Don’t worry about making a 

good impression on them, but be ready to suffer quietly and patiently. 13 Be 

gentle and ready to forgive; never hold grudges. Remember, the Lord forgave 

you, so you must forgive others. 

14 Most of all, let love guide your life, for then the whole church will stay 

together in perfect harmony. 15 Let the peace of heart that comes from Christ 

be always present in your hearts and lives, for this is your responsibility and 

privilege as members of His body. And always be thankful. 

 

The book, “Into Thin Air”, examines the hazards of that plagued the climbers 

in their expedition to Mount Everest during the spring of 1996. The attempt to 

reach the summit resulted in a great loss of life.                                                             

Some of their circumstances were out of their control but basic mistakes cost 

the expedition dearly. Unfortunately, some of the mistakes were made when 

there was still time to correct them. There were solutions within reach that 

could have prevented some of the tragedy but were not taken.                                      

One of those whose life was lost was Andy Harris, one of the expedition 

leaders. Harris had stayed at the peak past the deadline that the leaders 

themselves had set.                                                                                                                



On his descent Harris became in dire need of oxygen. He radioed his 

predicament to the base camp, telling them of his need. Harris had come upon 

a cache (cash) of oxygen canisters left by other climbers, all of them empty.  

Those who had already passed by the canisters on their return from the 

summit knew that they were not empty but were in fact full. Other team 

members pleaded in vain with Harris on the radio to use the canisters. 

Already starved for oxygen, Harris continued to argue that the canisters were 

empty. The problem was that the lack of what he desperately needed, so 

disoriented his mind that even though he had plenty of oxygen waiting to be 

used, he continued to complain there was no oxygen available.                                      

The very thing he held in his hand was absent in his oxygen starved brain and 

ravished his capacity to recognize what he was holding in his hand. 

What oxygen is to the body, the Bread of Life is to the soul. 

Without the Bread of Life, all other needs will be wrongly perceived. 

God continually reminds us in His Word that the invitation is always open to 

be aware of His presence.                                                                                                       

He asks us to pray continuously for this is His will. He invites us to worship 

with fellow believers and be encouraged. We open His Word and drink in the 

Living Water. 

Perhaps it just means taking a few moments, a few minutes even, to breath in 

the Spirit of God and openly welcome His ongoing presence in our lives.                           

Like the air we breathe is readily available to us with every inhale, God is 

readily available at every moment of our life. 

2 Peter 1:3 New Living Translation (NLT) 

3 By his divine power, God has given us everything we need for living a godly 

life. We have received all of this by coming to know him, the one who called us 

to himself by means of his marvelous glory and excellence.  

        2 Peter 1:3 (NTL) 

Then the Apostle Peter goes on to say this is how you grow your faith. 



                                                                                              

5 …make every effort to respond to God’s promises. Supplement your faith 

with a generous provision of moral excellence, and moral excellence with 

knowledge, 6 and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with patient 

endurance, and patient endurance with godliness, 7 and godliness with 

brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love for everyone. 

        2 Peter 1:5-7 (NLT) 

 

Peter goes on to say this is what you can expect,  

8 The more you grow like this, the more productive and useful you will be in 

your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

        2 Peter 1:8 (NLT)                                                                               

 

And what happens if we don’t, here is Peter’s answer: 

9 But those who fail to develop in this way are shortsighted or blind, forgetting 

that they have been cleansed from their old sins. 

        2 Peter 1:9 (NLT) 

Much the same as Andy Harris became starved from lack of oxygen, we can 

become spiritually starved.  

When babies are born they need to start growing and start developing and if 

they don’t a physician is consulted, because we all need to grow.                                   

Paul in the Book of Ephesians exhorts all Christians to grow in their faith, to 

grow up in Christ.  

Peter says… grow in spiritual strength and become better acquainted with 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.                                                                                                                                                       

The Apostle Paul commends the infant church at Thessalonica for their 

maturity:  



…giving thanks to God for you is not only the right thing to do, but it is our 

duty to God because of the really wonderful way your faith has grown and 

because of your growing love for each other. 

Then as now God expects His church, you and I to be mature in our faith, 

always be growing, excelling in love and walking in the Spirit. 

Remember who you are and to whom you belong. 

       AMEN 

 

 

 


