
 

Message for Sunday, 11/13/2016. 

Forgiveness Frees the Forgiver 

1 Peter 3:8-9 New Living Translation (NLT) 

8 Finally, all of you should be of one mind. Sympathize with each other. Love 

each other as brothers and sisters. Be tenderhearted, and keep a humble 

attitude. 9 Don’t repay evil for evil. Don’t retaliate with insults when people 

insult you. Instead, pay them back with a blessing. That is what God has 

called you to do, and he will grant you his blessing.  

Circumstances do not affect godly principles for godly living. 

In other words we can choose how we respond to what we might be going 

through at the times. 

Whether we are being loved or cursed, we are to bless. 

And we can only do that when we are willing to extend forgiveness. 

“Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us.”—                                                            

Luke 11:4a 

With these familiar words in the Lord’s Prayer, we are reminded that 

forgiveness should characterize our lives. But these few words may be a lot 

easier said than done. 

Forgiveness is one of the hardest things to do.  

When we have been wounded the idea of offering forgiveness to those who 

hurt us seems impossible. We don’t really want to do it. 

Forgiveness appears like letting people off the hook for how they have hurt us.  

In the face of so much brokenness in ourselves and in our world, how should we 

respond?  



Should we deny it? Ignore it?  

Get even? Give up?  

There is another option… God’s Word says to forgive it.  

Forgiveness will never be easy. However, only through forgiveness can healing 

begin. 

Forgiveness is necessary because sin powerfully affects all areas of our lives.  

Forgiveness is not about ignoring evil, excusing it, or making light of it.  

Forgiveness acknowledges that a terrible wrong has been done and seeks to do 

something about it. 

Sin and the pain it brings is Real 

Because sin is in the world and in us, we need forgiveness even more. 

John writes: 

“If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If 

we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify 

us from all unrighteousness. If we claim we have not sinned, we make Him out 

to be a liar and His word is not in us.”—1 John 1:8–10 

Sin breaks our communion with God and destroys our relationships with others. 

The first human sin brought death into the world for all to suffer the 

consequences and we all suffer. 

Forgiveness does not erase the past, but it gives us a chance for a new start. 

God Desires to Forgive                                                                                                                                               

“I, even I, am He who blots out your transgressions, for My own sake, and 

remembers your sins no more.”—Isaiah 43:25 

In response to God’s forgiveness, God wants us to mirror His love by forgiving 

those who sin against us. God forgives us, we forgive others. 



And forgive Others as Often as Needed 

God forgives us time and time again, and He calls us to do the same.  

Forgiveness Frees the Forgiver 

Anyone who has been wronged knows that forgiveness is not easy. However, 

resentment and bitterness is the alternative and it is so damaging.  

Our debt to God is enormous, and His forgiveness is extravagant.  

In light of this, Jesus allows no excuse for withholding forgiveness from others.  

—Desmond Tutu, Anglican Archbishop in South Africa, writes: 

“Without forgiveness, there’s no future.” 

People who have been hurt will ask:  

If I forgive, does that mean I have to put myself back in the abusive situation?  

Must I force myself to be best friends again with the person who wronged me?  

Am I required to give the person who hurt me, my full trust?  

The answer: No, forgiveness is not the same as reconciliation.  

Forgiveness Is a Testimony of God’s Love 

The world tells us to “get even” or “make them sorry, make them pay!”                                                                         

God’s love for all people motivates us to love others —even the most unlovable! 

When we forgive, we demonstrate God’s love for a sinful world.  

“… love covers over a multitude of sins.”—1 Peter 4:8b 

Forgiving others is not always easy, but it’s always necessary. 

Remember who you are, and to whom you belong. 

       AMEN 


