
Message From October 9, 2016 

      Giving                                                                                                                                                    

2 Corinthians 9:6-7 New Living Translation (NLT) 
6 Remember this—a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small crop. But 

the one who plants generously will get a generous crop. 7 You must each decide in 

your heart how much to give. And don’t give reluctantly or in response to 

pressure. “For God loves a person who gives cheerfully.” 

 

You might wonder what laughter and giving have in common? 

 

An Assembly of God Church in Bushnell, Florida received a sweepstakes letter. 

The letter begins:  God, we’ve been searching for you. It announced that “God,” of 

Bushnell, Florida, was a finalist for American Family Publishers’ $11 million top 

prize. “God, we’ve been searching for you,” and if God were to win… “What an 

incredible fortune there would be for God! Can you imagine the looks you’d get 

from your neighbors? But don’t just sit there, God.” Bill Brack, pastor of the 

church said in a sense, the letter was proof of the existence of God. After all, if 

God didn’t exist, how could he get a letter?  

 

So we might ask the question what are we hoping to accomplish with what has 

been given to us 

 

Some of you may feel like you have been slammed when it comes to giving. It is 

one of those topics that is not always positively received.   

 

My hope is this morning that the teaching will be so clear to each person and that 

you will walk away with a clear and Biblical understanding of what is meant by 

giving.   

 

I don’t want anyone feel that the church is trying to get your money.  

 

We’re not, but when you do give cheerfully, it will be such a pleasant experience, 

you will find it delightful. That’s what God is looking for, Cheerful Givers. It 

delights God! 

 

But unfortunately some people try to hang on to so little while God tries to give us 

so much. So what is God up to?  



Let’s start with the word “tithe”. 

 

To the patriarchs tithing was an expression of loyalty to and faith in God. It was a 

significant way of saying I’m with you God.                                                                                    

 

It was a way to acknowledge that He alone is our source. 

After Jacob experienced wrestling with an angel in Genesis 28, he declared that he 

would give to the Lord a tenth of everything that He gave him. 

  

Cheerful describes an attitude of a spirit of enjoyment in giving. The English word 

“hilarious” is a transliteration of the Greek.   

 

So giving should be a positive feeling as a matter of fact, with the right attitude, it 

can be hilarious.  

 

The heart of biblical stewardship is not complicated. 

There are three principal truths:  

1. God owns it all;  

2. If God owns it all, He has all of the rights as owner, and we are managers.  –  

3. Every spending decision is a spiritual decision.  

God doesn’t care if you drive a Ford or a Chevy, a Toyota or a Hyundai. But if you 

are going to spend that kind of money, prayer is always in order.   

When it comes to giving, the Bible teaches about tithes and offerings. A tithe is ten 

percent of all that we earn, given to God through the local church of which we are 

a part.  (That’s a given, that’s God’s).                                                      

Offerings are those gifts that are given "above and beyond" in relation to special 

events, projects or memorials. 

Then there are gifts, what we give maybe in a humanitarian support. 

The Bible is also full of wisdom on limiting debt, saving for the future, and 

working hard with time and talents in order to maximize earning. 



There is nothing inherently wrong with maximizing earnings, but the Bible speaks 

only of it controlling us. Wesley said earn all you can, give all you can, save all 

you can. 

Let me share a story with you: 

 

A young man once set out to find the answer to the question: What is greatness. It 

was during the early years of our nation’s history. He was ready to start out on his 

life’s work, and so he went to an old family friend — a canal–boat captain — to 

ask his advice on what he should do with his life. 

The captain responded with a question: “What do you know how to do?” 

“I know how to make soap and candles,” the young man replied. 

“Then do it, and do it well; but do one other thing.                                                                      

Take the Lord into partnership with you. Give him at least one–tenth of what you 

make, and realize that it is God who is in charge of the partnership, not you.” 

The young man, William Colgate, took this advice to heart. He started a soap–

and–candle business in New York City. His little storefront eventually grew into 

the Colgate–Palmolive Corporation. He became a philanthropist, one of the 

founders of the American Bible Society. Colgate University was named for him. 

William Colgate achieved greatness by the world’s standards, but only because he 

knew a different kind of greatness: that which comes from serving God and others.                                              

Another important principle is to start where you are.                                                                                                                        

Begin with a blend of realism and faith. Start by giving/saving 1% (though it will 

be sacrificial),                                                                                                                                                                                      

then 5%, working your way up to the percentages that will both fully honor God 

and serve your needs. 

God cares more about our heart and intent than a legalistic percentage. The amount 

does matters.  

That is the essence of biblical stewardship in regard to finances. 

In Malachi, there is a promise that giving will never outrun supply.                                                                                                      

You either trust or you don’t.                                                                                                                                                                

What we are working towards is generosity, not a return on our investment. 



Like most of what you hear in church, it’s information until you apply it. A 

disciple is to live what they have learned. 

Why do people give? 

I think they give from the heart, and they give to vision. 

All giving is a matter of the heart. We give because something deep within us has 

been touched.  

Some teaching on stewardship is guilt-based, with “should” and “have to”. 

I don't think it's biblical. The Bible does teach that there are blessings with giving.                                                                                                                                                                           

But that's not what God wants to motivate us. 

In the Book of Exodus, Moses has told the whole community of Israel, to take a 

sacred offering for the LORD. Let those with generous hearts present the gifts to the 

LORD. 

AND THEY BRING GIFTS, AND THEY KEEP BRINGING GIFTS, AND WHEN MOSSES IS 

TOLD NO MORE IS NEEDED, HE HAD TO TELL THE PEOPLE TO STOP, NO MORE GIVING. 

They were so taken by the vision and were so grateful for what God had done for 

them that they couldn't stop giving.                                                                                                                                                     

Giving comes from a grateful heart. 

The Apostle Paul, in the New Testament, instructed people to give from their 

hearts. He knew it was the most powerful area for motivation and a means to honor 

God. 

But people don't just give "from," but "to." And what they give "to" is vision. 

Our vision, our goal is to make disciples for Jesus Christ. 

You have heard me say very often: Ushers give us an opportunity to continue our 

worship through our giving.  



But it is more than money it involves the giving of our hearts, and the commitment 

of our wills to Kingdom work. 

1 CHRONICLES 29 THE MESSAGE (MSG) speaks ON GENEROUS AND 

JOYFUL GIVING: 

 

… AND NOW, HOW ABOUT YOU? WHO AMONG YOU IS READY AND 

WILLING TO JOIN IN THE GIVING?"  
6-8 READY AND WILLING, THE HEADS OF FAMILIES, LEADERS OF THE 

TRIBES OF ISRAEL, COMMANDERS AND CAPTAINS IN THE ARMY, 

STEWARDS OF THE KING'S AFFAIRS, STEPPED FORWARD AND GAVE 

WILLINGLY…                                                                                               
9 AND THE PEOPLE WERE FULL OF A SENSE OF CELEBRATION—ALL 

THAT GIVING! AND ALL GIVEN WILLINGLY, FREELY!                                                                                                 

 
 

14-19 "EVERYTHING COMES FROM YOU; ALL WE'RE DOING IS GIVING 

BACK WHAT WE'VE BEEN GIVEN FROM YOUR GENEROUS HAND. AS 

FAR AS YOU'RE CONCERNED, WE'RE HOMELESS, SHIFTLESS 

WANDERERS LIKE OUR ANCESTORS, OUR LIVES MERE SHADOWS, 

HARDLY ANYTHING TO US. GOD, OUR GOD, ALL THESE MATERIALS—

THESE PILES OF STUFF FOR BUILDING A HOUSE OF WORSHIP FOR 

YOU, HONORING YOUR HOLY NAME—IT ALL CAME FROM YOU! IT 

WAS ALL YOURS IN THE FIRST PLACE! I KNOW, DEAR GOD, THAT 

YOU CARE NOTHING FOR THE SURFACE—YOU WANT US, OUR TRUE 

SELVES—AND SO I HAVE GIVEN FROM THE HEART, HONESTLY AND 

HAPPILY. AND NOW SEE ALL THESE PEOPLE DOING THE SAME, 

GIVING FREELY, WILLINGLY—WHAT A JOY! 

 

So remember who you are, and to whom you belong.                                                                                                                                     
 

       AMEN 


