
Message from October 10, 2017 

Kyrie Eleison… Christe Eleison…  

Jeremiah 17:9 New Living Translation (NLT) 

9 “The human heart is the most deceitful of all things, 

    and desperately wicked. 

    Who really knows how bad it is? 

Romans 1:28 New Living Translation (NLT) 

28 Since they thought it foolish to acknowledge God, (they did not want to 

retain God in their knowledge), He abandoned them to their foolish thinking 

and let them do things that should never be done. 

This is not the message I had originally planned. But because of where we are 

in light of the past week… 

If you have a Catholic background you might recognize the title used in a 

Mass. The only Greek words used in an otherwise Latin liturgy. 

We begin with this prayer this morning and we will end with the choir singing 

the same prayer. 

LORD HAVE MERCY… CHRIST HAVE MERCY. 

Late last Sunday night, early Monday morning we began to read and hear the 

words: “the worst mass shooting in U. S. history.”  We have heard those 

words before.                                                                 

This time the “Breaking News” and the “Headlines” described the massacre 

of 58 people, with over 500 people wounded.                                                                         

It all took place at the “Route 91 Music Festival” in Las Vegas, Nevada. The 

venue was across the street from the Mandalay Bay Resort.   

You have been reading about it all week long. It’s horrific. What can you say? 

The investigation is well underway as to why Stephen Paddock went on this 

rampage, what was his motivation for killing people whom he had never met 

and who were non-threating to him.   



Some would say there’s no such thing as sin and evil.                                                                                                                                   

We tend blame crime, particularly of this nature, on external factors, like 

mental illness, culture, dysfunctional childhood, and the like. 

We’re uncomfortable attributing events like this to human evil, much less to a 

kind of evil that seeks to undo God’s creation—what Christians call the 

demonic. 

Yet without this idea, events like this massacre can never be understood. 

When all is said and done, all the investigations are concluded, there still will 

not be a satisfactory answer. 

In today’s politically divided landscape, we’re tempted to simply retreat to a 

standard list of explanations to try to explain what happened or to assign 

blame—like on guns or mental illness or “them”—i.e. those that are across the 

political or religious aisle from us.                                                                                                                                

But this gut level response misses the core issue at hand. The issue that the 

Bible confronts head on. 

Sin includes a failure to do what is right. But sin also offends people; it is 

violence and lovelessness toward other people, and ultimately, its rebellion 

against God.                                                                     

The Bible teaches that sin involves a condition in which the heart is corrupted 

and inclined toward evil. 
 

Evil is real and it resides—not just “out there” in the world, or the culture—

but “in here,” in the human heart. Seeing it played out so hideously in Las 

Vegas leaves us only at the place of saying, with other followers of Christ 

throughout history,                                                                              

Kyrie Eleison… Lord have mercy.  

Christe Eleison… Christ have mercy.    

 As Christ Followers… How are we to respond? 



Prayer is a powerful response to suffering and evil. So pray for the victims 

and their families, for civic leaders and first responders.                                                   

Pray that Christians in Las Vegas (your brothers and sisters) will be effective 

in their ministry and service. 

They will have plenty of opportunities to bring the Love of Christ to bear in 

the many broken and devastated families that have been affected by this 

tragedy. 

Second, God’s people must remember the exhortation to “mourn with those 

who mourn.”                                                                                                          

These are very real people mourning the death of real people.                                                                                 

It was the Apostle Paul in Romans who reminds to: 

Romans 12:15b English Standard Version (ESV) 

15    … weep with those who weep. 

Thirdly, resist the temptation to run from this brokenness, but rather towards 

it.                                       

We are to emulate Christ by—like Him—joining the suffering of those around 

us. 

And finally, we know that there is a day when all will be made right because 

there is hope:  

The Bridge we saw in the video is a metaphor. The way to our Heavenly 

Father is not over a bridge but by the Cross. 

Revelation 21:3-5 New Living Translation (NLT) 

3 I heard a loud shout from the throne, saying, “Look, God’s home is now 

among His people! He will live with them, and they will be His people. God 

Himself will be with them. 4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there 

will be no more death or sorrow or crying or pain. All these things are gone 

forever.” 



5 And the one sitting on the throne said, “Look, I am making everything new!” 

And then He said to me, “Write this down, for what I tell you is trustworthy 

and true.”      

There is a God who can be called upon . . . the Author of Salvation . . . the 

Rescuer from Sin . . . and the deliverer from evil, to Him be all Glory and 

Honor and Praise. AMEN! 

Remember who you are and to whom you belong. 

 

 


