
Message for October 7, 2018 

Religion Versus Worship 

John 4:21-24 New Living Translation (NLT) 

21 Jesus replied, “Believe me, dear woman, the time is coming when it will no longer matter 

whether you worship the Father on this mountain or in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans know 

very little about the one you worship, while we Jews know all about Him, for salvation 

comes through the Jews. 23 But the time is coming—indeed it’s here now—when true 

worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and in truth. The Father is looking for those 

who will worship Him that way. 24 For God is Spirit, so those who worship Him must 

worship in spirit and in truth.”  

In Psalm 96 and in many Psalms like it the Greatness of God is revealed and that He is 

worthy to be Praised and receive all the Honor. Here is what the Psalmist declared about 

God: 

Psalm 96:4, 6-10a New Living Translation (NLT) 

4 Great is the LORD! He is most worthy of praise! 

    He is to be feared above all gods. 

6 Honor and majesty surround him; 

    strength and beauty fill his sanctuary. 

7 O nations of the world, recognize the LORD; 

    recognize that the LORD is glorious and strong. 

8 Give to the LORD the glory he deserves! 

    Bring your offering and come into his courts. 

9 Worship the LORD in all his holy splendor. 

    Let all the earth tremble before him. 

10 Tell all the nations, “The LORD reigns!”  

In the Gospel of John, the Samaritan woman gets a little distracted by where to worship.  

We Samaritans worship at Mount Gerizim and you Jews worship in Jerusalem. (the 

externals) She had moved from talking about worship to talking about religion, and she 

didn’t even know it. 

Because worship is so important to God, He gives us some specifics on the kind of worship 

that He accepts. 

Jesus tells us true worship must be done in “Spirit and in Truth”. 

This combination of “spirit and truth” points to the need for complete sincerity and 

complete reality in our approach to God. (Really isn’t about us) 



This kind of worship is acceptable to Him and it is also the kind of worship that God is 

seeking from us. 

God desires worshippers who are in tune to Him.  

Worshipping God is our first call. 

In the beginning God created Adam and Eve, our first parents. And then God pronounced 

it Good, it was all good. 

Everything was in absolute harmony with God. God says to Adam: 

“Look around, this is all yours; and look at Me,  

I’m yours; and when I look at you I’ll see in your face the reflection of My own Glory. I 

created you so that you might worship Me and enjoy Me forever.” 

Then something happened that changes the whole scenario. The Fall of man, the depravity 

of humankind, rebellion. It’s the result of Humans taking things into their own hands and 

messing it up. 

Some would say that the fall is the source of all sickness and disease plaguing humanity 

through the centuries. 

Others point to all the hatred that infected humanity. Brutality and war and famines. 

Holocausts and genocides. 

To be sure these are all symptoms of the real tragedy of this cosmic fall.  

The real tragedy in the Garden of Eden was that Adam and Eve lost their purpose. They 

forgot who they were. They didn’t know where they were; or what they were here for. 

Psalm 95:6 says: 

Psalm 95:6 New Living Translation (NLT) 

6 Come, let us worship and bow down. 

    Let us kneel before the LORD our maker, 

It’s the voice of worship telling us why we were born; that we might worship God and 

enjoy Him forever. You Presbyterians might recognize this phrase from your catechism. 

The chief purpose of man is to worship God and enjoy Him forever.  

Life must have purpose: If a person is living just because it’s the best alternative to dying, 

what is accomplished? 

Someone once observed about Christopher Columbus:                                                           

He sailed not knowing where he was going,                                                                                    

When he got there, he didn’t know where he was,                                                                           

When he returned, he didn’t know where he had been. 



Sometimes religion is done this way:                                                                                                    

People don’t know where they are,                                                                                                          

they don’t know where they’ve been,                                                                                                      

they don’t know why they’re here,                                                                                             

they don’t know where they’re going,                                                                                                     

and they do the whole thing on borrowed time.  NO PURPOSE. 

Only Christ gives us purpose. 

It’s not where we worship that counts, but how we worship. Is our worship genuine? Our 

worship is to be Spirit led. 

God is Spirit means He is not physical, so He is not limited to one place. Theologically we 

call that “Omnipresent”. He is present everywhere and can be worshiped everywhere, at 

any time. 

Out of His insatiable passion God sent His only begotten Son, in the form of a man who was 

the reflected glory of God.  

Jesus said when you see Me, you see the Father. 

God wants humankind to worship Him, but only a redeemed person can worship Him 

acceptably.  

The supreme purpose in making people was to have somebody capable of worshipping 

Him.  

Worship is humankind’s full reason for existence.  

Worship is why there is a church.  

Romans 11:36 New Living Translation (NLT) 

36 For everything comes from Him and exists by His power and is intended for His glory. 

All glory to Him forever! Amen. 

Worshipping God is our first call. 

 

Remember who you are and to whom you belong 

 

      AMEN 

 

 


