
MESSAGE FOR OCTOBER 2, 2016 

Unity in Christ 

John 17:21-23 New Living Translation (NLT) 

21 
I pray that they will all be one, just as you and I are one—as you are in me, 

Father, and I am in you. And may they be in us so that the world will believe 

you sent me. 

22 
“I have given them the glory you gave me, so they may be one as we are one. 

23 
I am in them and you are in me. May they experience such perfect unity that 

the world will know that you sent me and that you love them as much as you 

love me.  

John chapter 17 is actually a prayer chapter, Jesus is the one who is praying. 

He prays 3 specific prayers in these 26 verses. 

He begins by praying for Himself: (verses 1-5) 

John 17:1 New Living Translation (NLT) 

17 “… Jesus looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come. 

Glorify your Son so he can give glory back to you.” 

Then He prays for His disciples: (verses 6-19) 

John 17:9 New Living Translation (NLT) 

9 
“My prayer is not for the world, but for those you have given me, because 

they belong to you.  

And then thirdly, Jesus prays for us: (verses 20-26) 

John 17:20 New Living Translation (NLT) 

20 
“I am praying not only for these disciples but also for all who will ever 

believe in me through their message. 

Jesus prays for Himself, His disciples, (those with Him at that moment), and 

then for future believers. 



In the very next chapter, begins the arrest and eventual crucifixion of Jesus. 

So what Jesus is doing right at the end of His life, He is praying for us. It is so 

important because He is asking the Father to do something on our behalf. 

Out of all the things Jesus might pray for at that moment: world peace, 

revival, for someone’s healing, who the next emperor might be, or perhaps the 

overthrow of imperial Rome.  

He prayed for you and me. For our unity. 

In the New Testament, Godly living meant living in, through and for Jesus. 

And it included three elements: Love, Obedience and Unity.                                                                                                  

In living a Godly life we begin to see things as God does, making His Word 

our standard. 

So we are to commit ourselves to the unity of the church. 

Paul writes in Corinthians: 

1 Corinthians 1:10a GOD’S WORD Translation (GW) 

10 
Brothers and sisters, I encourage all of you in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ to agree with each other and not to split into opposing groups.                                                                                                                            

(I have heard about some quarreling among you.)  

Our individual relationship with Jesus is imperative but we also need to see 

ourselves as living in community, Christ’s body, the Church.                                                                                                   

Be intention in pursuing unity within the body of Christ. Don’t be divisive or 

competitive.                                                                                   

We are to honor others, to be like-minded, and be willing to submit to the 

authority of the Spirit, because He draws us together as the Church. 

Spiritual unity is at the very heart of the Christian faith and the life of the 

Church.  

In the Church of Jesus Christ there is only:                                                                     

One Body…                                                                                                                      



One Spirit…                                                                                                                                

One Hope…                                                                                                                                       

One Lord…                                                                                                                                                                        

One Faith…                                                                                                                                                          

One Baptism…                                                                                                       

and One God and Father of all.                                                                                                

When there is unity in a church, there is health.                                                                                                                                                       

There is vibrant worship. Evangelism becomes important. People are reached 

for Christ. And Ministry becomes life giving and Disciples are made and Jesus 

is honored.      

Seek unity. 

What might happen if we joined Jesus in His prayer for unity?  

Remember who you are, and to whom you belong. 

      AMEN                 

 


